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CONFIRMED MINUTES - MHSA Inc. Federal Council (FC) Meeting- Mon 10 May 25

Present: Nigel Webster (Chairperson), Justin Chadwick ( Federal Treasurer and MHSA SA FC representative), Robbie Dalton, Ian Foster, Russell Linwood and Ian Stagoll. 

Katrina Kittel, , Duncan McConnell and  Russell Paten. 

Apologies: Steve Danaher, 

Welcome by chairperson: Nigel Webster opened the meeting at 6.30pm AEDST.

Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous Federal Council (FC) meeting held on Mon 19 May 25 were accepted as a true and accurate record of proceedings. 

Acceptance moved:        xxxx                       Seconded:  xxxxr    CARRIED

Business Arising 




Correspondence

In:  Covered in President’s Report.  

Out: Covered in President’s Report.  Nil reported by Secretary.


1. President’s Report. Nigel Webster reported as follows:

· Nigel noted the passing of Major Terry Dinneen (Retd) on Friday 04 April 2025. He extended his deepest sympathy to the family and praised Terry’s long involvement as a society member and a Federal Councillor.

· This creates a vacancy on the Federal Council which requires the appointment of a suitable MHSA Inc. member as a Federal councillor.  Nigel has discussed with Mr. Ian Foster who is prepared to serve to fulfill this vacancy as required.

· The AWM is likely to conduct a two-day conference on the Frontier Wars in 2025 and Nigel is now waiting for a definitive update on dates and content.

· The Chief of Army History Conference 2025 is being held at the Federal Parliament House, Canberra on Wednesday 19 November 2025.  The topic is “Mastering the Army Profession.”  It is free online or in person and is the preeminent military history conference in Australia with the programme containing leading serving officers and professional military historians from UNSW ADFA, ANU, AWM and the Army History Unit (AHU) etc.  Registrations are open now and Nigel is attending.

· Nigel will be attending and represent the MHSA Inc. at the first screening of “Bravery and Betrayal” at the AWM on the evening of Thursday, 22 May 2025. This is a documentary that aims to tell the Australian Special Air Service Regiment’s (ASASR) story of what happened in Afghanistan and Iraq over 25 years of high tempo operations. This was made by the Wandering Warriors charity and in the words of the veterans gives their unique perspective on “The War on Terror.”

· Nigel will also attend the book launch of “ANZAC Guerrillas : A World War II story of  resistance, hope and humanity in occupied Europe” by Mr. Edmund Goldrick at the  National Library of Australia (NLA) on the evening of  Wednesday 30 July 2025. When the Germans took thousands of Allied prisoners during the catastrophic Greek campaign of 1941, a handful of Australian soldiers escaped from prison trains in occupied Yugoslavia into a savage and genocidal war which exposed them to traumatic experiences. 
· He has recently communicated with the South African Military History Society (SAMHS) which is over 50 years old about forming a formal relationship through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).  Initially this has been through Mr. Robin Smith who is a long-standing member of the SAMHS and well known as an author and authority on the Anglo-Boer War. This is a good opportunity for our society as there are many inter connections between the military history of both nations.
· Nigel shall also contact the New Zealand Military Historical Society in the next two months and see what can be done to revitalise and expand that relationship. He wishes to initiate a Zoom Pro conference between the two bodies to get some live interaction to share the two society’s collective experiences and current challenges. Nigel believes that these issues will be similar and that successful strategies will look much the same.
· As the Acting Membership Officer, Nigel has being completing an updated version of the current National Membership listing as of  April to May 2025. He thanked and encouraged the Branch and Division Secretaries to continue to send timely updates to him which are greatly appreciated. He will contact all Non-Branch members and Institutional Subscribers by email to remind them that the annual subscription for 2025/2026 is now due. 
2. Treasurer’s Report. Justin Chadwick tabled (a pre-circulated) report which reflected a cash balance of Cash on hand $$3429.88 and a Term deposit $30,119.65.

Federal subscriptions are still overdue from MHSA Victoria and MHSA ACT. This tardiness occurs every year and impacts on the federal cashflow.
The MHSA South Australia federal dues were banked via cash as the branch still has not implemented internet banking. 

The handing over of cash which is then banked by the treasurer is not really a satisfactory process. The federal Treasurer will continue in his attempts to rectify this situation.

Acceptance moved:        Nigel Webster                       Seconded:  Ian Stagoll    CARRIED


3. General Business. 

It was proposed that Ian be appointed to the vacant  position of Federal Councillor and that this would be ratified by a vote of members present. 

Proposed:        Nigel Webster                       Seconded:  Justin Chadwick    CARRIED

Nigel then congratulated and welcomed Ian on his appointment to Federal Council.

Annual subscriptions. The President again urged that outstanding branch subscriptions to the Federal Body be paid ASAP to the Federal Treasurer.

The meeting ended at 07.05 pm.




Date and Time of Next Meeting:  18.30 pm (AEST) on Monday 01 September 2025. 
Minutes drafted by Nigel Webster as Federal President on 10 May 2025 due to a shortage of a suitable Minute Taker.
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