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MINUTES - MHSA Inc. Federal Council (FC) Meeting- Monday 3 Mar 25

Present: Nigel Webster (Chairperson), Justin Chadwick ( Federal Treasurer and MHSA SA FC representative)  , Robbie Dalton, Terry Dinneen, Russell Paten, Ian Stagoll, Russell Linwood (Secretary)

Apologies: Steve Danaher, Katrina Kittel, Duncan McConnell 

Welcome by chair: Nigel Webster opened the meeting at 6.30pm AEDST.

Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous Federal Council (FC) meeting held on Monday 2 Dec 24 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 

Acceptance moved:        Russell Paten                       Seconded:  Nigel Webster    CARRIED

Business Arising 

Covered in President’s Report. Nil raised from the floor.

Correspondence

In:  Covered in President’s Report.  


Out: Covered in President’s Report.  Nil reported by Secretary.


1. President’s Report. Nigel Webster reported as follows:

· Spoke with Mr Ken Sunderus - Post Commander -American Legion Post AU01, Sydney re William Henry Belpitt - an Australian serving in the USN who was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honour for his heroic actions in Fuzhou Harbour on 07 October 1884. He currently lies in an unmarked grave at Rookwood Cemetery which has now been located and the US Veterans Administration has provided a suitable bronze plaque to be mounted. This mounting is the responsibility of his great granddaughter Ms. Pam Lewis.  They are raising money through a Go FundMe appeal to which the President shall make a personal donation.
· Mr Daryl Binnings OAM, ACS has now written a small book titled "War or Words or Waiting for the Prick  "which is subtitled "deconstructing decades of OAMN deception" about the Kokoda Track or Kokoda Trail controversy, He has sent the MHSA Inc an advance copy to examine and review. Nigel s to speak with him on behalf of the society later in the week.
· Nigel will be meeting with Mr Matt Anderson PSM - the Director of the Australian War Memorial to do a presentation for the Norforce and Nackeroos Association this month. This will also give him an opportunity to promote the MHSA Inc.
· The AWM is likely to conduct a two-day conference on the Frontier Wars in 2025.
· He has communicated with the South African Military History Society which is over 50 years old about forming a formal relationship through a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).  This is a good opportunity for the society as there are many inter connections between the military history of both countries.
· Nigel shall also contact the New Zealand Military Historical Society in the next month and see what can be done to revitalise and expand that relationship. He s that a Zoom Pro conference might be valuable in getting some live interaction about the two society’s collective experiences and current challenges.
· As the Acting Membership Officer, Nigel completed an updated version of the current National Membership listing as of Tuesday 04 February 2025. He thanked the Branch and Division Secretaries for the updates being sent to him which are greatly appreciated.
2. Treasurer’s Report. Justin Chadwick tabled (a pre-circulated) report which reflected a cash balance of Cash on hand $4240.01 and a Term deposit $30,119.65, with no expenditure since last FC meeting. 

He noted that a renewal of the MHSA Inc. Web Domain hosting account had arrived which had substantially increased, so he and the society webmaster will seek an alternative supplier in Australia. 

An increase in Sabretache printing costs of 15% was noted.

Acceptance moved:        Nigel Webster                       Seconded:  Russell Paten   CARRIED


3. General Business. 

Web redesign update. Russell Paten provided a verbal update re project from the project officer (Scott) reporting that 74% is complete. The meeting expressed its collective appreciation for this work and noted that until it is ready for implementation that the existing website managed by Duncan McConnell will remain our prime public face and needs to be maintained for currency.

One day Seminar. Russell Paten also responded to a query from the President about the 2025 MHSA QLD Seminar, indicating that planning proceeded, directed by the Project Officer Glenn Lyons (ex-RAAF) of the QLD Division. 

Planning was for this event to occur in September 2025 at the Maroochydore RSLA Club, QLD.

Annual subscriptions. The President urged all outstanding branch subscriptions be paid in asap to the Treasurer.


The meeting ended at 6.55 pm.




Date and Time of Next Meeting:  18.30 pm (AEST) on Monday 5 May 25. 
Minutes drafted by Secretary Russell Linwood on 6 Mar 25 and cleared by President Nigel Webster on 6 Mar 25.
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