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CONFIRMED MINUTES - MHSA Inc. Federal Council Meeting- Monday 2 Dec 2024

Present: Nigel Webster (Chair), Richard Bernasconi, Bill Black, Justin Chadwick, Robbie Dalton, Steve Danaher, Terry Dinneen, Ian Foster (Observer MHSA ACT), Russell Paten, Ian Stagoll, Russell Linwood (Secretary)

Apologies: Elizabeth Hobbs, Katrina Kittel, Duncan McConnell 

Welcome by chair: Nigel Webster opened the meeting at 7.00pm AEST immediately following the 2024 AGM, with the concurrence of the Federal Council. 

Previous Minutes

The minutes of the previous Federal Council (FC) meeting held on Monday 2 Sep 24 were accepted as a true and accurate record. 

Moved:        Justin Chadwick                         Seconded:  Nigel Webster CARRIED

Business Arising 

Nil.

Correspondence

In:  Nigel Webster advised that he had been engaged with Frank Shields, a prominent film maker, with the possibility of some involvement of MHSA through the provision of advice to Shields regarding his work on funding and making a documentary on Australians in the Boer War  Frank Shields has also made a critically acclaimed recent film on Australians involved in the Liberation of the Belsen Concentration Camp.  It is hoped to arrange a showing at the Australian War Memorial. 

Russell Linwood added that he receives numerous emails to the Secretary MHSA email address from salespersons around the world about conference and office support services and goods, and also numerous scam attempts on a daily basis. None were on any benefit to MHSA and are duly deleted. No correspondence of any relevance to MHSA has been received through this channel.

Out: Nil

1. President’s Report. Additional to referring to his pre-circulated report for the AGM just completed, the President spoke briefly to the Code of Conduct proposal explaining the reasoning behind this.

He further advised that the Sabretache Wrtiers’ Prize would be again offered in 2025 and encouraged the Council to maximise general awareness among potential contributors.

He also proposed to refresh and build MHSA’s relationship with the New Zealand Military Historical Society with whom the society has a Memorandum of Understanding.  He undertook to contact the South African Military History Society in 2025.

The President then asked for any update from the MHSA QLD Division about the proposed one-day Queensland Military Spectacular in 2025.  Russell Paten replied that this would probably be held in Maroochydore, in July 2025. Details of the program are still being developed and will be advised the Federal Council ASAP.
  
2. Membership. Technically, Nigel Webster included a Membership Report (pre-circulated) during his President’s verbal report, and generously offered to continue as the Membership Officer given that no other member had come forward to undertake this work. He noted the strength of MHSA is about the same as 12 months ago.  Nigel Webster spoke about the need to encourage recruiting initiatives and reported the extensive work he has done to administer and update the membership records and processes. 

3. Treasurer’s Report. As Justin Chadwick had only just delivered this at the 2024 AGM, he stated that he had nothing further to report. 

4. Sabretache Editor’s Report. This was not tabled for discussion having been pre-circulated prior to the 2024 AGM.

5. General Business. No matters were raised. Nigel Webster thanked the Councillors and extended season’s greetings to all.

The meeting ended at 7.23 pm with the advice given that 2025 Federal Council dates would be advised soonest.



Date and Time of Next Meeting:  18.30 pm (ADST) on Monday 3rd March 2025. 
Minutes drafted by Secretary Russell Linwood on 8 Dec 24 and cleared by President Nigel Webster on 19 Dec 24.
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