Military Historical Society of Australia
Sabretache

Copyright © 1957-2019 Miilitary Historical Society of Australia on behalf of
the Society and its authors who retain copyright of all their published
material and articles. All Rights Reserved.

Sabretache policy is that the submission of material gives the Society
permission to print your material, to allow the material to be included in
digital databases such as the MHSA website, Australian Public Affairs-Full
Text, INFORMIT and EBSCO. Reprints to non-profit historical and other
societies will be approved provided suitable attribution is included and a
copy of the reprint is sent to the author. Copyright remains with the
author who may reprint his or her article or material from the article
without seeking permission from the Society.

The Society encourages the download and distribution of Sabretache for
personal use only and Sabretache can not be reproduced without the

written consent of the Society.

www.mhsa.org.au

Military Historical Society of Australia
PO Box 5030, Garran, ACT 2605.
email: webmaster@mhsa.org.au



http://www.mhsa.org.au/
mailto:webmaster@mhsa.org.au

VOL. V

THE JOURNAL oF
THE MILITARY RESEARCH AND COLLECTORS
SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA

JANUARY, 1963 No. 3







SABRETACIIE
The Journal of the
MILITARY RESEARCH AD COLLECTORS SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA

Vol V. January 1963 No. 3

HONORARY OFF ICE BLIARERS FOR THE YEAR EIDING 30th June 1963:

PRESIDETTs I A.N.Festberg

VICE PRESIDENTS: I B.J.Videon
Lt COQ PV Ve""norl, E.D,

SECRETARY: I J.K.Lyons,
262 Tucker Rdan ORMOND EAST, SE14,Vie.

TREASURER ¢ I P.Lober, : )
7 largaret S'l:., »BRIGHTON, S5,Vic,

LIBRARTAW: e M.Glenny,
7 Goe St. ,CAULFIEID,Vie,

EDITGR: I-h'oBaJovideon
12 Hoble AveusPUICILB&IL N.S.W.

BRANCH SECRETARY Ir.W.Grinyer, ‘
FOR N,S.W.¢ 144 Chetwynd Rd, ,GUILDFORD, N.S.W,

otﬂnoln0900:000900&900:9.00

MONTHLY NMEETINGS:
MELBOURIE= 2nd Saturday afternoon
SYDNEYw 4th Saturday afternoon
in each month,






ROYAL VICTORIA

VOLUNTEER ARTILLERY

VICTORIAN VOLUNTEER

RIFLES.

1860.

i860.






B2

T RARLY DEFENCE FORCES O VICTORIA (continued).
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The Veolunteers that existed after the reorgenisation of
1884 include the Victorian Rangers, the lastings Battery,
University Corps of Officers, Victorian Scottis h Regiment,
and the Victorlan Railways Velunteer Regiment.

VICTORL.N RATGERS.,

A very satisfactory measure of success attended the form-
ation of the Victorian Rangers from the Rifle Clubs in
the country districts. In 1888 approvalwas given for these
rifle volunteers as they woere then known to be organised
ags a military force. The conmanding officer was llajor A.E.
Otter, a retlred merine offlicer, whe also served with the

permenent arvillery pf the colony. The members were provided
by the Governmment with b

own leather equipment and rifles,
and provided their own uniforms, which consisted of a
khalki jacket with scarliet collsyr and cuffs, and red welt
down the side seams of the trouvsers. Headdress was khaki
helmet, from 1894 on, previonaly a felt het,

" From 18859 onwards detachments exlsted st meny of the
Important centres of Victoria, snd these were formed into
sompanies, In 1891 a reorgaddsation of the Vietorian
Rangers was effected; when they were forned inte Battalions.
The lst Battaliom had ite headqguariters at Ballisarat, the

2nd Battalion at St Arnauvd, and the 3rd at Cheltenhsamn.
These battallons were conmanded respectively by Hajors
R.Wilson, V.R.Bussett and R.L.Rigg,

In 1897 The organisation was again changed from three
battalions te two, the heedquarters of the 1st being at
Dandenong, and the 2nd et Donsld., They were a2 very keen
and effective corpe.

HASTINGS BATIERY.

The Hestings Battery, erromeocusly called the "Bullock
Battary", waz formed st Hastings to act in conjunction
with the Vietorisn Rangers. This was in fact a position
bastery for the defence of Vestern-port, end took the
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place of sarthworks for the defence of thaht lecal
was armed with 40C pounder guns on travelling carn 2
drawn by s team of bullocks. The Battery Oificers wvers
Lieutensnts W.,Peddle s=nd Watson, and the astablishmant wa
fired at f§ftvefour other ranks, One hundred &nd sixty
rounds of common shell were sllowed for annual practice.
Taking the scanty population of this disipict dnto conaide
eration at the time this batbary was in existence, it is
interesting to record that the strength always exceeded
the establishment. The members of the Battery wore uniform
similar to that of the garrison srtillery, except that tho
material was khaki instead of blus: helmets with ball
mountings, and forage caps were also worn

In 1893 a nordenfelt detachment was formed at Queenscliil
to form part of the lisstings Battery; it existed for tnly
a few years, being disbanded in larch 1897,

i IVERS ITY CORPS COF OFF ICERS.

An Infentry unit, known as the University Corps of cfficers,
was formed in 1895, It was not to exceed forty members, to
be 1limited to gradustes of the lislbourne University between
the ages of elghteen and twentyfive years. Arms and equipuent
were issued free by the Covernment, but members or joining
were required to provide their own uniforms, which consisted
of blue serge jacket, blue treousers with red wellb,blue

field serwvice cap and btadse,also a white helme®t with spiim
and mountingg. The menmbers of the corps wers allowed to
select thelr own rogiment, and were posted as vacencles
occurred.

VICTORIAN SCOTTISH REGIIE!T.

The first ond conly national regiment to be raised in B
Victorie wes that styled the "Victorian Scottish Reglment™,
raised and commanded by Sir laleolm McEehran in August _
1898. lembers were anlisted under the Defences and Discipline
Act 1890, =and were engaged for & period of three years. Ho
persor was allowed to be engamed unless he was born in
Sgotland, or was of Scottish descent, or who had praviously
served in the Imperisl regular force, or any colonial
militia or auxiliasry force. lembers wore ths national drsag
of jacket and kilt, Vhen first formed, the headdress W&S &
white helmet, but in iester years highland bonnelts werse
provided.

o
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VIGCTORIAT RAILVAYS VOLUJTERR REGINEIT

s Haitisd
vana

-
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This Regiment came into existence in 1900, end was the las®
unit raised under Victorlan control., It was formed on the
lines of & similer corps in EZngland.The Reilways Commisaioners
hipghly approved of the forrmation of this corps, which also
receoived the hearty zupport of the chief railway authorities
Lieutenant Colonel J.V.Hacker was the commanding oificer,
The corps existed for only

a

short period, when, owing to
leck of equipment, it wes disbanded, The members off the anit
wore a dark blue serpge wmiform with o red welt down the

aide seams of the trousers, a blue felt hat with plested
pugarec , turned up at the alde.

(A photograph reproduced in & recent edition of the paper
"rHE VICTORIAN RAXINAYS TEVSIETTER"™ shows & group of this
corps wearing dark coloured uniforms, with grnede collar
badges, and dark leafher belts with snake claesps. lMost of
the men wear caps fleld service, one wears 2 dark felt hat

turmed up at the left side. Two Individuals, probably staff,
ape attired differentlye-ocne in kheki jackebt, the other in
peaked officer pillbox cop with metal grenads bedge at
Pront. Accompanying ths photo are the following remarks,
furnished st the time of repreductiecn of the photo, from
memory of two old members:

®Phevre wore no formations ocubtsid~ of lielbourne. The wmiform
consiated of3

blue trousers with the broad red stripe of engineers;

red tunic with upright collars and brass buttons;

HTue slouch hat with red broad band., Turned up at side
14le later digper hat, badge most likely that of
the Engineers (we were classed as Engineers, and

generelly considered as con'ected with the Permement
a1d Militis Engineering Companies):

"glengarry" cap blue with red crown;

Whaki jecket for working and drill)l otcasions;
overcoat of very dark grey wools

padges two bress "VRVR' badges on shoulder straps.

(VB.These do not appear to be the badges shown in
the photo, which rather resemble

gz single word)
Headguarters and orderly room were at the Engineers Depot
in Alex

andra Ave.,just beyond the bowing club sheds.”
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EVOLUTION OF REGINMEMTS AND CORPS,

4]

Victoria had only two perament corpswethe Vietorian Permangnt
Artillery, and the Vichorian Fermement Engineers. The former |
were stationed mainliy at Queenliff, where thev were avallable l
for the care of the puns and the mamiing of the various foris. '
A detachment was always statlioned in llelbourns for guards ag
Government House and ceremonial duties, The Engineers were
wuartered at Swan Island, at which forg they careé for the
maintaenance of sub-mining and other stores épplicable to the
defence of the Eeads.

BERMANENT ARTILIERY.

The origin of the Permenent Artillery can be traced Uo Tthe year

1870, After the Imperial troops departed from the Colony in

that yeer, a small corps was formed, mainly as & recrulting

ground for the Victorizan Police and Pengl Werders. ke Corps,

which was known as "“Stubb’s Bulldogs", was commanded by Captai 1
J.A.Stubbs, and had a total of one hundred end thirtyelighi

other ranks. This corps existed for ten veers, and on 5ls%

December 1880 its disbandment was announced. Two years later

the commandant reported %to the Treasurer that he nad carefully

inspected the defencs works then in course of consbructlor ab 1
the Heods, and was improssed with the necessity of Providing

a sufficient number of artillerymen for the cere of Uhe warks,

end for the purpose of being trained for the uee of and mounting
of the guns in the fort: end he vrecommendrd the establishment

of a battery of garrisen ertillery, These proposals Were approved

and gave birth to the "Victorian Artillery® on lst July 1882,

lia jor Charles le Marchend, Captain D.Wicholson, end Lieutenants

C.Hamilton and A.E.Otter were the officers of the corps. The
strength was one hundred and twentyone other rankse

R

Jn 1884 the Victorian frtillery was commanded Y Major F”E:+nd9
Rohe , an officer who had beon obtained from England on & idive
years engepemont, Ind died at Queenseliff on 23rd June 1887,
and, in consrquence, Otter, then a Capbain, assumed the temporary
commend.. He hed with him Lisubenants Umphelby, Boothby end Vallac
The next commanding officer was lajor A.E.Daniel, Rsfo Wihen
Daniel took over command, the establishments were revised agd
fixed at two hundred and fiftysix. In 1891 Daniel veturned %o
England, and the command was given to lajor CGEnEoUmphalyyg

end the title of the corps altered to ™ictorien Permanent
Artillery". At this time the corps was formed into three
companles with an esteblishment of two hundred and eightysix, r
and remained so until the year 1896, In this jear the Covernment
called for retrenchment, and redvced the establiishment to two
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hundred and fortyone, certain members of the corps receiving
six months pay as compensatlion for such retpenchmentn

During 1892 the South African Var broke out, and Umphelby, then
e Lieutenant Colonel, was despatched on special service to the
seat of war, leaving Major (later lMajor~General} John Stanley
in commande At this time a committee of officers dealing with
defence matters, including that of forming the whole of the
permanent artillery jin Australia into one regiment, was in’
being. On tho 14th July, 1899, the Colonial Office, London,
announced its approval of this amalgamation, gnd the Corps
bocame the Victoris Regiment of Royal Australian Artillery.
News wes recelved of the death from wounds received in South
Africa of Umphelbym the command then passing to Stenley, who
was promoted to the rank of Lisutensnt Colonele.

PERMANENT ENGINEERS.

The Victorian Engineers (permanent Section) dated from the

1st July 1882, when an esisblishment was lald down as thirty-
one 8ll ranks. On 26th August 1889, Lieutenant (later Lieutenant
General)J.V/.Paynell was eppointed to take charge of the sub-
marine yard at Swan Island, and the Permanent Section was
placed under his orders for disciplins, llembers of the Corps

were all artisans, deckhands, firemen or engine drivers, and
were enlisted for a term of Iive years,

MOUNTE D TROOPS.

In 1862 the mounted forces of Victoria were in e disintegrated
state, each independent of the other, having different uniforms o
and enjoying different eppellations, such as the "Mounted Troop
the "castlemaine Dragoons’, and the Lst or "Royal Volunteer
Gavalry Regiment". Towards the end of that year, steps were
taken to amalgamate the vhole of the volunteer cavalry force
into one body under the title "Prince of Wales Vietorian
Volunteer Light Horse (Hussars)". The trpops were thus made
subject to the same rules and regulations, pleced on an aqual
footing, and uniformed alike. liembers supplled their owmn
horses, uniforms and accoutremends, and the Government provided
rifles and swords. Troops were distinguished by the name of

the town or district in vhich they were ralsed. In later years
the government supplied instructors, and the cavalry troops

made great progres s in their work. Troéops existed al llelbowme,
(metropolitan), Bacchus larsh, Kyneton ,Castlemaine Sandhurts,
Ballasrat, lMaryborough, and the Southern Troop, the latter

being recruited from Dandenong.
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The Sandhurs® Troop survivec the lot, as jin 1884 it became part
of the Iilitia Forces wilth the title "Sandhurss Cavelry Troop",
It lingered on until 1892, vwhen it was fin ally disbsndsd

Another cavalry troop formed in lster yaars was that established
at Bulla (% troop) in larch 1885: it was dishanded. howevor, in
the following Ilovember. In 1901 another volunteer 7 cavalvy
corps designated "Melbourne Cavalry" was formed by Captain Alex
Rushall. These were clothed in 2 blue wniform with yvellow facings
of hussar pattern, white helmets being worn in place of busbies.
{Badge~=crossed sabred with "MELBQURIX CAVATIRY" on =2 blue cnamel
seroll beneath.)

VICTORIAN LIOUWITED RIFILES.

One of the most popular corps that szisted in Victoria was the
Victorlan lNounted Rifles, 2 voluntesser corps raised by Colonel
Tom Price from the Rifle Clubs in country districts. Its organe
isation dates from the 2nd December 1885, whrn nine compsmies
were formed. Debaechments forming the companies wers raised in
many of the outlylng villagos. In 1891 approval was given for
a reorganisation into two beitialionge-~lst bathbalion with head-
quarters at lelbourne, and the £1é with headquarters ab ! allaarate
The members of the V.IL.R. were uniformed ia Khaki jackets with
crimson facings, riding breeches and brown legnmings, fell hat
with pleated puggaresand turned up at the side, and also1a
crimson forege cap. They provided thelr own horses, and the
Government found the equipment. During the maritime strike of
1892 detachments were musitered to quell bthe riots that were in
progress, but fortunately their services as a firing beody were
not required.

FIELD ARTILIERY.

Three Field Artillery batteries were raised under the Volumbeer
Act of 18B84. These were termed lleiropolitan, East lelbourne and
St.Kild Batteries. #g the rssnit of the reorganisation of 1884
these corps were converted to milisis, end styled "Victorlan
Fleld Artillery”, letrolitan Bawtery became "A" Battory: St.
Kilda became "B";, and the lisst lieibounr became "C" Batltery,
located at Soubth llelbourne. The Field srtillery wore the blue
uniform of the Royal Pleld Artilliery, except for the helmets,
which were white instead of blue. i

and
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HORSE ARTILLERY.

What was menerally known as the "Ruperiswood Battery" originated
from a nordenfeldt battery formed in conection with the cavalry.
Tt was armed with four nordenfeldt machine guns, each with

ten barrels. In lMarch algg89 the battery was converted into

Horse Artillery, and designated tha "Victorian Horse Artillery".
and placed under the command of Captain (later lajor General)
F.G.Hughes. A detachment of half batiery was ganctioned a8t
Werribee on 16th larch 1889, but was disbanded on 6th liarch
1893. The Victorian Horse Artillery were armed with 12 pounder
£ield guns, and were allowed 90 rounds of shrapnel and Common
shell for annual praciice-

T%e battery was wholly maintained by lir Chirnside and the Hon
Sir Williem Clarke, B%.. and the guns were provided by the
Government., The uniform worn by members was of the same pattern

as that of the Royal Horse Artillery, except that white helmets
took the place of busbies. (Victorian pattern ball buttons were
uged BEd. )

In June 1897 the battery. then at Rupertswood and Sunbury, were
disbanded. and the memters were allowed %o join the reserve of
the Field Avitillery. For many years the guns used by the battery
reposed at the main entrance of Cliveden Mansions (East Melbourne),
the former residence of Sir ! illiam Clarke.

GARRISON ARTILUL.ERY.

The garrison artillery of the colony in 1870 was composed of
the Willismstown Corps, 1lst Ceelong Corps(formed from personel
drawn from Ceelong and Drysdaie), ©nd Geelong Corps (CGeelong
and Queensciiff), Portlend, Belfast, Warrnambool, Emerald Hill,
and Sandridge detachmonts, In 1874 volunteer batteries of
garrison artillery oxisted at Williamstown, Emerald Hill,
Sandridge and Brighton in the lletropolotan area, also the South

Grant Battery., composed of detachments at Geelong, Drysdale and
Queensecliff, and the Western Battery, composed of VVarrnambool
Portland and Belfast detachments. The whole was formed into a
brigade of the Roval Volunteer Regiment of Artillery, and
remained so until 1883, There was no difficulty in obtalning
men for this arm, end batteriss were nearly always up to
strangth, They recoived a fair amount of drill with 80 pounders,
the only heavy guns They had the opportunity of using; and, in
comnon with other arms. drilied only at nighte

A corps also oxisted at Brightonw-this, so far as can be
ascortained ,was disbanded sbout 1877. Two years later, the
Sanaridge Battery shared the same fate., In 1884 approval was
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given to disband the volunteer corps at VWiiliems
Geslong end South Grant and reform thewm on & milil :
orgzanising them as 1st Brigade Garrison Aritillery, neaw
guarters 2t Geelong (including a debachment from rensSingLon s
Footscray Battery (including Wil’}.j_amstcﬂwn);‘;Sou:r.‘._ G rent
Battery (including Queenscliff and Drysdals). The detac.amdnus
ot Werrnamoocl, Portland snd Belfast were organised
ond Bripgade Carrison Artillery, with headguerters - ¥ Egwsan
The Footscray Battery wes formed into =& separace detachmsny
and desigmated the Wiiliamstown Batierye

mto the
Porrtland.

>

A battery styled "The Harbour Trust Babtery" came f“;fw of
exiatence on 50th April 1885, Is was formed lrfiﬂn'};ime"'c'r-ae‘.x
tne HMelbourne Harbours Trust, and it proved i-_::—ih_{'r,;jt_ '
enit in later years, itic gumery being very efficiente
Durdng this year a further cheange in desipgnaticn was meds,
the Footscray Batterybecoming the North llelbourne Batbery,
and ellotted to the 1ist Brigade Garrison ALritillery.
In later years this battory was commanded by lejor {later
General Sir)} John Menash, : '
in 1886 the Portland ratusyy whieh hed heen disbanded in
1884, was reformed, al in the meantlme the Belfast Baltory
became the Port Fairy Betieryy Two yaérs iater the Brigudses
of Garrison Artillery were discontinued, und the batteries
forming them were conftituted assparate corps, and Hook
thefr precedence in the following order:
Geelong, South Grant, ilorth lelbourne. FPort Fair;
bool, Willlamstown and Herbour Trust Batterias. =
quarters of the Soutkh Grant Battery were srans ferred from
Dryasdaie to Queenscliff, and the command of the batlery
taken over by the officer comanding Victorisn Perm
Artillery., :
Phi%?_?_g g;g i_Sc:augh Geant Battery took the designation "Ford
4 otd E ‘OTY 5 anG a new detachment was formed abt -
ento, The officer commanding V.P.A. {iajor Daniel) wes
rellaved of the command of the Port Philiip Batiery at his
own request, consequent on this the Drysdals battery reves
to the Geolong batterys The Garrson Artiliory exiated as
such cntll the year 1837, when authority was given for the
V-uP;.f‘.n » Geelong, Port Fulry, Warynsmbool and Portland
| %@t cerles to be formed into a brigade amd designated the
| estern District Brigade", and placed under the command ol
Lieutenant Colonel Unohelby, in the veac ondsd June ".LQOO '
the perrisons consisted o® the VWestern Brigade (a3 abovel,
the lietropoliten Brigade (Lt.Uol Vi.H. Hall) composed of the

., Warrnam-
The head-

anent

ted
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North Melbournm s Williamstovmn and Iarbouwr Trust Batteries.
The Garrison Artillery wore the blue uniform of the Royal
Artillery, but white helmets were wWOrn inastead of blue.

SN INEERS «

The Engineor Corps was raised in llelbourne under the Voluniser
Act of 1854, From 18970 to 1879 the establishment was 180, The
first ¢commending officer wag Captain E.Parnell, who served
with the corps until 1877, On the organisation of 1884 the
corps becams militia, with an establishment of 101 all ranks.
In the following wyear Captain R.Amess assumed command and

the corps became kmovm as the Fleld Company, Victoriam
Engineers. A Torpedo and Signal Corps was raised in 1870
under the Discipliné Act of that year, The command was given
to Major T.Couchman, and laver was held by Major R.L.J,
Ellery. lembers wore & blue wnliorm with scariet facings.

In the year 1882, on the introduction of torpedo defences,
Bllery was called upon for suggestlons for the recrganisstion
of the existing volunteers into militila, He sugpested that a
defensive torpedo corps, of from 80 to 100 men be organised,
the force thus constituted to have scientific, artisan and
boat sectiong, Colonel Scratchley, who was in the colony at
the time, considered this would be an efficient and relisble
foree for establishing, malntaining and working the scheme

of submarine mining defences recommended by Sir William
Jervois and himself., The corps became militia and were named
the Submarine Mining Company, Yictorien Engineers, and Ceptain
R.B.Joseph sssumed the cemmend. The Queenscliff section of
this company consisted of an astablishment of twelve sappers,
clothed in a uniform similar %o A.B.’s of the navy, snd wem®

employed as boatmen, being selected from the fishermen in
the town.

The Engineers were clothed in the famlliar scarlet and blue
wniform of the Royal Fngineers.

ARMY SERVICE CORPS.

A Commis sariat and Transpori Corps was Tormed in 1886. The
meribers were selected from such calllings as clerks, butchers,
grocers, bakers, forage asslstants, drivers, cooks and storece
keepers, and were ellotted to Infantry companies from which
they were drewn. During encempments they received £/6 per

dsy in addition to the pay of their rank. Twe years later it
was ennounced that the commissariat of the transport corps
would in fubture be constituted a separate body, end cease all
sonnection with thelr companies. !lajor Vi.Calvneress,who was
also the ovdnance officer., was eppointed to mommand,
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cn the appointment of Hajor G.V.Vatsen. an officer of the
Publie Vorks Depariment, as Bavracks 1.581:51* he ssesumed
command and reorganised the corps to onable it o be
distributed in small self-containesd detschments. vhich
allowed for representalives to be at camps at Langwars
Queenscliff and other D?a(‘ego Tn 1805 th:_:; title of
corps was altersd 1o u'f‘f'u.r u&g_‘--.;j_ca CDI"*)S" 132’!&?—'}" Wora
clothed in a dark blue uniform with white Pa ci':w"* sl
double white stripe down the #icusers, Their headdresa
wore a helmet and & forage cap,

ARMY IEDICAL CORES.

From 18%4 to 18683 medical cifficearg recelved commissions
in the wvolunteenr fo."."be-'ij and were Ello‘bted to the various
companics and batterieq '3}113-:]' 'rn‘a 81l under the orders of
the Principal lsdical 0fficer (Surgen Major i..Gilloes )
There was no dafinite vﬁl;iblisqrugnt_ and medical off i(':s}rsg
ranked ameong themselvoes and were cmﬁﬂissimedgﬂ the
following manners

Surg;ec 18 ranking as lajor

Agsistant Surgeons ranking ag Gaptaina, and

Agsistant Surgeons {7} 88 I ieutenante,
It was v*ri‘ until 1886 that an 461-12&1.1. medlcal

D

»pa exliated
T -

g3 a separate boa'r., The membcérs ware drawn fj o ren Who
held ana lons allied with the madical profgc."jor:,__. and a
certain number of drivers and cooks, The Commsnding Officer

oo

uq“ Surgeon Major Re I‘.o‘martso-.:;,g who was leter s~-1rﬁuac.m a

- Surgeon Najor G.Horns, A reorsanisation of the corps
took placs in J‘ul;v 1888, when ths ™ictorien Ambulanca
Corps " was formed, with an establistment of 50 all ranks,
Owing to the ‘31‘!1811 attendances at parades it was announce d
that the cormandant was compeiled to recommend the disba -‘-.~:7.--
ment of the corps. There vere a fow N,.C.0ls snd men (s
twelve in number) vho hal been in eonstant attendanca, a-ad
perfarned thelir dutles very satisfactorily. The commandantd
thanked Surgeon llorne for the zeal snd energy he had disw
played in the fometion end cormend of the corpd, whlch he
regretted had nobk been more successful., A new Ambulance
Corps was agailn provided for in 1695, with a atalf snd a
totel of ‘FL)I‘\ y other ranks, Yhe uniform wes derk Dlue with
white lacingz and vhite helmet.

ARMY VETERINARY ﬂETA A1

e R e e

The senior veterinary officer 3in Victorias froem 1870 to
1885 was abyled Veterinary Surgeon 1st Class, ranking as
L < ko )

8

Captaine The appointment was held by Veterinary Surgeon Ii.




YRAGG. Other veterinary 8urgeons were attached in an

nonorary capacliy to the mouited troops of the golony, and
poanked among themselves.

(In next issue "EARLY FORTIFICATIONS AND DHFLNCE ")
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SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES UNIFORI] POSTCARDS.

some really excellent coloured postcards have recently
been issued by the South African National Wer Museum,
Johanesburg.

Three ceards depict uniforms, the regiments shown being
South African Irish Regiment 1962 (Pipe Major)g
Vitwatersrand Rifles 1962 (Drum lajor); and
Trangvaal Scobtish 1962 (Drum Mejor).

These &are repr"’qentfi"ﬁ ns of photogrephs, and the colour

and clarity esre first class., Price is most reasonsble at
6 pence rer Gerd {m,a.“i g eguivalent).

The luseum will assess bthe ro gponse
before deciding whether to print
that more of the South Africen F E‘.‘i”c | Ni]T De shown in
this series, and recommend our members who sre interested
to het toge ther to vrite for sets of these very worthwhile
cards,

PCOTNOTE: A letter to the Australisn Var llemorisl enclosing
\,nz. sot, and sugrestion re-con 1isideration of their previous

cision not to print cards of Australien wniforms brought
the following 1a3ponses

i At the present time it is nob prOpc)secl that the Austrelian
viar Memorial will enter this [1 eld®

LT A

Collectors 2nd students of wniforms will regret this
decision of tha A.V.lL

=5

B.Jd.Videon.

(;'r‘:wv-i.-..-c :-:_*-.;-:-.n."-ﬂa.-:aun’-‘cdr!prs‘las'sa"-&;u...‘cun‘}',()wcﬂe:'-f B Y
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THE PICTON SWORD.
A HNIBSING NATIONAL TREASURE.,

by C.Halls,

Recently the author was approsched by the Nationel Trust of
Trinidad~Tob8go reégarding the chances of locating & missing
sword in Australie., The w eapon, lmown as the "Picton Sword®,
or the "Goliden Sword" from its gilt decoration, was once the
property of Sir Thomas Pileton, first British Governor of
Trinided. Sold at'public austion conducted by HMessrs Spink
in London in 1926, tho sword was repubtedly purchased by an
Auspraliane

DETAILS OF THE SWORD:

Iypo «wh presentation fighting sword. Probably a sabre;
similgrbtiodthe iig;hi; Cavalry Pattern 1796, heving =
curve 8ae, stirrup hilt, and rav skin s ipge

Blade--Either a full Damascus bisde, op Rere p:t‘%ir;abl;‘f' a half

I;-imaigua with floral decoration and bearing the folleow.
g 4 scréption The inhabiitants of Trinidad to
Governor Pleton for o colony oragerved”

Hilt d%wati?wFlwal £21llit. AL }

sScabbara--lletal scabbard with ¢ 3 - robably
FT1ded, L floral desaigns and p

SIR THOMAS PICTQON@S GOVERORSH IP.

He was the first British Governor 1?‘?‘?-:1803- and it wes his
respgnsib:tlz.%.it]y to hold Trinidaga i1 the even% of & Spanish
gg‘rmtﬁg gslicc'fo The periocd of nis rule was a difficult one
and no navalns’ for he hag only & small forece of soldiers
counter attackupgsztéhp ortunately there was ne Spanish
pirates and privatesrs. & | o° © &reat deal of trovble With

Sir ) .
o E%mgﬁé;ﬁg; veslgned the Governorship in 1803 and returned
o'y bafore his departure the principal citizens

and landowners ]
subject of thispﬁzgggfed him with the sword which is the

gg:g;;msg;ndffﬁgga; bocame Chief of Staff to the Barl o
» 111ed in action at Quatre Bras in 1815.

Should

infgrmggznaﬂzchiGGtor in Ausiralia be able to supply

Sword, would he i 78 the present wheresbouts of the "Picton
SA0Ly wrdte bos C.Halla,Flat 6,45 Adelalde
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GUWS OF THE VOLUNTEER ARTILLERY
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA,

by C eEallsu
THE ARTILLERYMEN AVD THEIR GUNS.

During the Volunteer psricd in Western Australia (1861-1903)
the +twin cities of Perth and Fremantle each mustered an
ertillery corps.

The senicr unit was the V.A.Troop of Volunteer Horse Artillery
raised in Perth and pazetted on Tthe iat July 18%2. This troop
had previously been & c¢avalry unit known as the "Union Troop
of lMeunted Volunteers", raised two years previously. At this
time, the only field guns In the colony were two in the
possession of the Enrolled Pensioner Corps.ls

These were 12 pounder Armsirong Vhitworth breech-loaders,
complete with limbers and asasocicted stores. Whethsr the guns
were ecver officially transferred from the one corps to the
other seems doubtful, for the Enrolled Pensioners are known
to have ogerated one of the puns in 1876 during the "Catalpa”
inc identa i

Tn 1832 the corps designation was changed to "Perth Volunteer
Artillery". The guns were drawn by four<horse teams hired

for the occasion and the corps numbering 30 all ranks took
part in numerous seremonial parades and campse, A gune—shed

weas erected in Francis Street Perth in 1885, while the
Fpancis Street Headquarters building was built in 1896,

These buildings occupied the slte of the present Swan
Barracks , Headquarters, Vestern Command,

Two nine-pounder rifled muzsle-loaders errived from England

in 1894 to replace the two Armstrong Whitworth breech-loaders.
Tn 1887 the corps had recelvaed a new deslgnation, becoming
known as No.1l Battery, Field Artillery. This title wes rew-
tained until 1903, when it became No.l W.A.Battery, Australian
Field Artillerys. Gun replacements consisting of two 15-pdr.
breech—loaders with limbers and stores errived in 1902.

The history of the Fremantle Artillery followed a similar
pattern to that outlined for the Perth Corps. However, there
was one significant difference~=whereas Perth, of necessity,
concontrated on field artillery, Fremantle was prececupiled
with the problem of fixed defences for the port.




The fact that Fremantle eventually ps ised a field ax
corps was dve to the failurs of early effoprhs to esi:a‘-;ﬂ.ish
fixad ccastal defances,

r]n.;]-,w- -!tL,, 'i;'\ : ©y ""\ 'r;-'f.}.r_-l.
_'nJ1j_!-\'rnr \j(}}{}l&.\ 3

A corps of artillery was r=zii ed in
f-aa)etﬂ‘u in thet same ;,'ea aa

The raising of this corps wes an offopt to solve the problom
of coastal de'enoag for 1%t had Lons been an obvious 1‘cnssit g

that soms for“a of artillerw & ai‘evce was nesded Lo " “‘-1611"51
the port. ALl schemes sugnestsd Ly responaibvle of £ic
however, had elther bsen snelved ru—)fw:i tely JT‘ a0Aa:
dl.;cg;gi,har tecause of lsck of available fﬁ“&*

Early in 1854 Capbain B.V.V.{endorson, Royal Engi had
suggested the bullding of o srta.'*..r.n 7 over, armed three

l'ﬂl‘}' Inch puns, st Point fnplesss o Avthur Head. 3Q
Dat"er.-c‘s wers alse plan 0, each oa"&tery to be ermed with
four twel vevpomﬂder howitaore. But the gsbimated ocoals
building the iLower wars P2ehlibitive. so the whole 3chene
was abandon ad., :

<

stricted to ex-Royal Nevy men . But this so limited bhe

c“ui‘*1“°111‘- that In 1888 the denirmabien of' the corps was

rolment iIn the laval ar@illery Volunbtecrs was at firsg

i e LF A3 '.: s 1 :
changed %o Frementla siptd Alery Volimtesrs, and recrults were
drawn f‘pc}:*z &1l 'walks: o2 1ifes,

J_r}.g.ma Lly the corps ves aypmad 1,;:,:,’1 two obaolete muZZlice
loading ‘Jmunmmdem mountéd on wooden carriages and '
1imbers . hiese gung only left 'snez.‘. depot on one ono
vhen the L"OI‘_‘p sttended £he camp and manounavres si

in 1884, In 1889 those tweo o1d guns wera rspliced

313- e=pounder eiﬂeo muzzlesionding fleld guns, comp

:‘i nbers end stopess, 'I'hosc r’ 78 48 a gift from the
Government, and wera wvalwued at £250/w/w,

Cn th.e 2480 Ostighey 1892, the corns hesame '5‘;_-,_;?: £
Fleld Arti) LeXry, end ten yesrs lotsr roceived bwo
pounder bLreschel oad ing fleld pune. 1 ?.m“#s"w an g
Lius in 1902 ate "ai-""ﬂ‘uiﬂ of eyuipment was achilova
Lotwear Perth snd Feamenti Ler

e LR . P 5 re 5
in 1908 the I*pem menble frtdllery v slunteors were

by the Federal De fance Organization, and later,
5 s g Tean g =t
vocame & company of dhe Caprdisen Artilbk rvy.




THE SUBSEQUENT HISTORY O TiL GUIS.

- Ll
P e

In 1902 there were eight obsolete field guns in the Parth-
Fremantle area, and of thesc, two were still in uss for
saluting and Arill purposes. Thus when the Xings Park
Board beman mekins; enduiries reparding the availqoﬁllt”

of these o0ld pfuns, %o flank the upprolch to 2 memorial
statue of Queen Victoris to be unveiled in the park late
in the following year (1903), there were only six guns
available. These were four field guns at Fremantls, lying

in front of llajor Hope's residence opposite Fremantle

Gaol, end two carriase pguns shored in a shed ot Kerraskstta (1
nzar Perth,

[P

i-l) X

The oldest of the Fremantle guns are twoe brass=barrelled
6wpounders, bearing tho dates 1720 and 1%39. Both, however.
were ro-commissioned dord iz the Tapoleonic Vers, and they i
are marked with theo Royel Cyphsr of King George IXI.

Becuase of their age, thess guns are very interesting. but :
unfortunately there is n cord of their arrival in the

Colony, nor any referencz Lo their earlier history in

contemporary documents 28 yet available to rescarchers.

The other two guns that were in front of Illajor Hope's !
residencoe in 1902 are both brass<barreclied L2upcunder
muzzlemloadarsg each weirghing about six hundredweisht=.
and manufactured in 1845. DBoth guns are marked with the
Royal Cypher of Queen vactoriag and Colcnel Ricardo.
Western Australia’s militery commandsasnt in 1903, went on
rgeord ags stating that he bels ioved them to have been used

in the Crimean Var, The: 18 no record of these guns

arriving in the colony, nor any reference tec their eaorlier
higdtory.

It 8 eoms certain from all available evidence,
in view of the fact that 'ajor Hope ,referred to above , was

a former ofgicer in the Fremantle “r5511;ry Volunteer;

that these four guns are those used bv the F i r
between 1879 and 1902, ¥ S e Artillerx

and especially

Al]l four guns were moved from Fremantle with the con

of the Vavov of that city, sent

and were place Parl
near the statue of Uusen V¢ ctory - S 98 Bings Senk
ceremony in October 1903,

ia, prior to the unveiling |




(-?rl:'h
Before being set up in ﬁhﬁ;ﬁ?k; hovwever, extensive
construction werk had to be sarriga out , as the woodew
carriages were too rotisn to besp removal, This work was
cerried oubt under Colonsl Ricardnts persoaal supsrvision,
The new carriages mads ware axact raplicas of the orisiial
One s,

SR
—

These old guns have often bes+w the subject of debate among
some of Perthts historically-minded 01fizews, besauss thay
have never borme any plague Getailing their history or
vital statiastiecs. ;

i

~wo additional guns were requires by the Kings Park Poard

’ in 1904 for placing near *he Falien'301ﬁ10r8“nemopiai; and
it was knowvm th the Board that there were two obsolele guas
1ying neplected in an old shea ngayr Kerrakatta Station,

and that these would be auitavls for the purpose. IThe Bosrd
"lefiot iated with the mil itz’;r?; Euthoritg ies for these puans 3
and eventually the &rmy aoread %o donate them to the Park,
a1d in November 1905 ey were placed in position looking
over the Swan River, at ing Pallen 3o0ldisrs HMemorizl.

These gun3 were O~ op LZvpomder pifled muzzle--lLeading
camon moumited on garriaon carrliagas for comst defencs, and
weirhing 6% tons each, they were ¢ fast lonpg., Coasting
about £450 eﬂﬁhg complete vith !‘ﬂO'antngSy the"t; had b(’)ﬁ‘!‘.”
sont out from Knglend, probably 4n the lete 1880°'s for the
proposed Freomantle coastal dafences, Wnen the coastal
defence scheme was abendoned, the guns had been lei't on

the beach, and there they remained for some time bofore
“hey were removed to Karrakatta, where they were stored,
neglected, and all byt forgotten.

After their sitiag in Kings Park, the guns remained on
display for four Joars, then, as dry rot set in and the
ravages of white ants ock their toll, the timber carriases

became unsefe, ang first one, and then, in about 1910, the
cther wag removed,

These guns are ne 1onéer on display in the Prk, and rumour
Paa it that they wepe buried neﬁr the Falien Sgldiers
Hemorial, It is to be hOPBd., hcmever, that some day the
guns will be excavataed, their carriages reconstructed or

replaced, and thst thay will once spain be on view to the
public. i
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From all the avallable evidence it appears that Kings ?a{k

2 e 1ast resting-place of all the guns used in the defence
of ﬁfemaqtle between the years 1879 and 1902, This collection
of ordnence is thus of great historical interest %o the

S tate Of Vlestern fustrslia,

e precent whereabouts cof the guns used by the Perth qrtillery
voiunbeers is ?ot noim. 4 15fpo§nder breech«lo&dipg field

-1 mounbed at the entrance to Swan Barracks, Perth,may be

one of the old volunteer artillery pieces of 1902,

1061 there were rgputed to be two l5~pounder breech-locaders
. & shed at’ Fremantle,-end-both mms are believed to have
~aen sold for scrap. These guns may have been the 15«pounders
sent from England in 1902 for the use of No 2 Battery,Field
Lyiillery, formerly the Fremantle Artillery Volunteers.

MOTES ¢
1. The Lnrolled Pensloner Corps was formed in 1850 in England
to form & guard for conviets aboard transports to Western
Australis. Recrulbtment was from the ranks of the military
pengioners, and they were To be disbanded on arrival at the
Swan River Colony. Because of the shortage of troops in the
Colony Ho guerd the coaviets, the Enrolled Pensioner Corps

was retained as a military force. The last parace of the Corps
took place in 1887,

5. The American whaler "Catalpa" assisted in the escape of

o number of Irish political prisoners from Fremantle in April
1876, Pursuing the whaler, the government steamer "Georgette”
had aboard & detachment of the Enrolled Pensioner Corps with
one cannon, en Armstrong-lhitworth rifled breech-loading
fi¢ld gun. The gun was lashed to the decl, but although

some warning shots were fired at the American vessel, she
managed to escape to the safety of international waters.

The fact that the Enrolled Pensioners used an Armstronge=
Whitworth breech-loading field gun against the "Catalpa"
seeme to sugrest that Ordnance was held jointly by the
Pensioners and the Perth Artillery Volunteers, This state

of affﬂ%@Q may h?ve%continued until 1880, when the Pensioners
ceased to be & military corps, and became a police force.

30 Mator J.V.Hope served as g Captain, Fremantl AN

. J i ) : ing 1 le Artiller
Volunteers 24th October 1892, promoted to the renk of éajgr
when the Corps became a battery (No,2) of the Fie 111

in 1892, and eontinued service with it g Ao

. n the Corpes when 1t was
abasorbed Into the Federal De fonce Organisation,
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(Submitted by I Epric Wiseman, Who writes.

o my enquiries into the Baftle op Waterloo I approached the
Netherlands Information Service, Sydney, for any data which
was avallable on the Duteh Armyls pole '5’.1'1 the Battlee. In
respone they sent me g translateq oxXcerpt from W.E.van Dam

van Isselt's "THE ROIE op myp D : 5 CAMPAIGN"
(Amsterdam 1915), UICH ARMY IN THE 391

As well as being a good condensation of the Battle, the excerpt

shows that the Duteh took a fap greater part in it than is
generally realided,t)

THE EXCERPT . ..

TE DUICH PART Ii THE RATTLE OF WATERI,00. |
[
|

0 e evening of July 14 th 1815, when Napolsom had con-
centrated 123,000 men around Beamnor’it, an Angloanutch army
of '95,000 men undep Wellington wag camped in Western Belgium,
29,000 of whom wore Dutch, In Easter Belgium, with head-

quarters at Namepn was g n undey
Blucher, ! Prussian army of 116.000 me

Wellington's army consistgq o
& general reserve,

©_general regerye under Wellington himself p and the

The Prince of Oren et !
British Infantry di.r.ts command was made up of the first and third

on un sions, the s6cond Netherlands Infantry
gr{-}f;;%ry di&igiggegf g;geml;’e%rponcher, i otuprlands
1 . <
Cavalry division under Lt,q n?.dghgils.:eléeig? e ands

£ ottt i e S e b il !
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These Broops were on the left flank of Viellington's forces
ar ound yivelles and Quatre-Bras, in between the British and
the Prussians, and they were therefore in the marching route
of uapoleon's army, wvhich tried to drive a wedge between the
allies via the Charleroi-Brussels line. :

Wiellington, who expected en attack on his right flank, was
at the buchess of Richmond's ball in Brussels on the night of
Sune 15/16, when he was surprised by a message brought to him
by the Bri%ish Captain Webster, who had made a dashing ride
pv night to Brussels to report that south of Quatre-Bras
alcirmishes had taken place between French and Dutch troopse

These were the advance guard of liarshal Ney's light cavalry,
and the second brigade of the second Duteh Infantry division,
which, due to the illness of 1lts commander, was placed under
Prince Karel Bernard of Saksen WVeimar. These skirmishes had
coat the Dubch forty men and thirty horses,

That night, the second Division commander, de Perponcher,
hastily reinforced his position around Quatre<Bras. When
the Prince of Orange, Commander of Wellington's firts army
corps, arrived at Quatre~Bras at six in the morning, there

arrived alsoc the first brigade of Perponchers division, under
Haj.Gen. van Biflandt,

At 230 in thelafternoon of the same day, July 16, the battle
between lapoleon and Blucher began, llarshal Wey had orders
attack the Prussians in their flank at Quatre-Bras, so as to
drive them to the east, away from their allies., When he opened
the attack et 2 p.m. with 17,500 infantry, 4,700 cavalry and
62 artillery pieces, the allies had only 8,000 men of de
Perponchert's Dutch division, with 16 guns, under the Prince

of Orangels command.

At 330 pemo van lerlen's brigade (1,000 men) of de Collaert's
Dutch cavalry division arrived, and was immediately thrown
into battle, At the same time 4,600 men of the third British
Infantry divisiofl under Picton arrived.

The Duke of Vellington, who had inspected the position at
930 in the morning, returned at 345 p,m. from his conference
with Blucher, and then tock over the command from the Prince
of Orange.

The Metherlands troops, which had los® 1,073 men, could now

be withdrawn, as fresh Troops were arriving on the battlefieM.
During the evening of June 16 the allies had assembled 30,000
troops at Quatre-Bras. The total allied losses there on that




i G

8l. '
Say wers 4,800 men, and the Vrench lost 4,140 men

The failnse of Ney's attack enabled the Prussisns to reltreat
in & nerthern direction Ge Vavre, whilst Wellington, undsr
Uxbridge’a cavelry cover, could depart from Quatre-Bbradg

on June 17 without attracting iley's nobice. iellingbon a8lso
retreated in 8 northerly direction to lont St.Jean,; a

17 2 sTrong
position south of Viaterioco., Bad wosther made the Fgench
pursult unsueceasful,

The I‘ighb centre of Yl’@llﬁ.‘:’.gtonig new pegii:,im‘: hetween
the roads I-Iontfsta.-}'ean»nivellcs, and #ont St.Jean=~
Quatre«Pras , was placed wadar the comrand of tho
Qeange . ,

EPIince of

llenn of the second brigadic of the zecond Dubeh Division (de
Perponcher), together w:

ith four componles of Britlsh troops,
held the castle Hougomant in front of the right centiro.

The remainder of the twigade held the vhllages Papeiotte
and La Haw; ag well =& ::r‘_{;) cashle F‘richermovntb

At 11 in the morning irs fie

Tiret brigede of de Perponcher’?s
division which was pleced south of the left centre, Was

ordered to the rear, cut of ite position, which was VeI'y
exposed to cannon fire. On Sunda

v morning Jume 18, 8% 11li%
hours, the French cummenced the battle with an attack on
Hougomont Castle. At 1400

hours, afber an artillery bomvard-
ment lasting ome howr, thoy began %o attack on bhe lell
centre, with the French divisions Allix, Donzelobt, Marconge
net aid Dwrutte, . &

In the ensuing battle, the British Genaersl Plcton, and The
commander of the firat Wwrigede of the secend Division, laj,
Con. van Bijlands, were tilled, The Chisf of 3taff of the
260‘;.?1'1&11)1"%8%{? » Col, van Zuylen and three lieutsnanti-

ols of the first Erigede were wou nd carried from
the badtlefialad, ! ﬁ ¢ ware wounded, a

In beating off Neyls very hesvy centre abttacks belween 4350
and 6 pem. (the French ecaevalry chergad 14 times in close
formations with 10,000 men) both the light and heevy ®avalry
of the Dutch Division, under de Collaert, fought flercely,
De Collaer®t and the commander of the second Light Brigads,
Maj.Gen. Baron van lerlen, were killed.

During the last hemr:f Freneh stiaclk on the centre, ai sbout
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1940 hours, in which ley used 3,000 veterans as atiack core,
the Prince of Oranpe was wounded, and his horse killed. The
Prince’s shoulder was pievced, and he was hastily removed %o
the rear. The Anglo~Dutech army went into a counter-attack.
The third Dutch Infentry Division, under Chasse, which had
been held in reserve, moved its first brigade forward, a
general chargs followed, the French retreated, and their
rotreat became a flight wunder the rapidly developing
Prussian pressure on their resr right flank. 1

TYFES OF DUTCH TROCPS
IN 1815.

KARABINIER .
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ur. leather cartridrs Lowos, < “te with loops for
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MEMBEJS ADVEUTISEMTITS ( cont doco )

VATED by Mr, Bad s Videon, 12 iloble ave.,

PUIC:IBOVL oS

:
ReA.A.Fo wartime peaked cap for drivers vith leather peak,
with or without badge, fair condition required.: 3
VeneA.AFs wartime peaked cap as aboveo o ‘
Red.A.F. officers sioulder slides with letters AAF in both
blue and red. i A
A.r.Cs shoulder siides it ticring in blue on khaki. L
other prewar K,A.AF ‘vertised for in earlier SAB's/ 3
2300 0n B 34D L .
?.l_,_l_;rIﬁDaa Bir bl o iy damilton f-at,_..! CC{/GT!_:’ HeSelis :
b
A copy of Dbouk FE 1944/5" by J. llorth, a
publication of !l .l 1950%s .,
lew or serondhand to above address ;
EwO00eO U R S A
~ I3 '--
VANTED By lr. J. Lles ~ones, P.0. Box 29 C.iCla, I, Hhodesi
Suy or exchange any item of the world's PROVO T o Iir LLIG IICE 8

units, including badges, buttons, titles, flashes; duty brassards
notebooks, training munuals, ete. ]
Also duty srassaris worn by Hdegimental or Air Forces Police.

ROBCcve0aoees vb0C0G00 000 | '1'

By +he ROYAL NI SCU VALES LANCT.S lTMOKIAL MUSTUM
BUILDING APPTAL,

VANTTD

DONATICRS towards the total sum of £ 15,000 required for the d
transfer and re-erection of " LINDEN JCUSE " into the area of -
the Lancer Barracks, Parramatta. '

inls building has been donated, and is intended to be uscd 3s
a i{eripental Museum and lemorial.

For further detalls, write to
Ihe ireasurer, .oyal Hew Couth '3les Lancers
Memerial Museum Buildine Appeal,
Lancer Rarracks, PA'Li#uATTA,
N.S. .1,

9 @
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