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NMEN BERSHIP.

lembership of the Society is DY annual subscription,
payable on the 1lst.,July in each year. Financial members
are entitled to the issues of a Membership Card, which may
e obtained from the Hon.Secraitary.

Subscription rates ave fixed annually, and, for the year
1950/51p are:

Augtralian members £1,5.0,
Sterling erea memodﬂﬁ £1,0.0.
Dollar area mewber 43.00 U-S.

Junior members {undsr L8 voars) Half above rates.

“hen remitting by Honey Order. please make 1t payable to
the Society. and at "IELROURNE", and not tc an individual.

Interstate mewmbers, please add exchanpe and duty,; whers
appliceble.

SABRETACEE,

Sub ject to availabilityﬁa"”"LonQI copies of wrltten artﬁcles

mey be obtained from the oqc%a»aryg A numbsr of the are
available at thes present “ime .aome with illustratic v s

Back numbers of SABRFTAvHA, 1f evailabls, sve supplied to
members on demand at 3/6 per copy. Ve have & number of copias
of some of the recent issves a2t the moment.

SABRETACHE is NOT for sale L0 non-memders.

ADVERTISEHMENTS.

Members' advertisemecnts mav e inserted for a flat rate of
5/« per advertisement for esverage-sized ads.

Trade advertsiement: will be the subject of a aspecial raic
t9 be fixed by the Commitias.

MIEETINGS,
Fonthiy meetings are held on the second Friday every month.
Piecase contact the Hon.Secretary for the time and place, 1if
in doubt.

SOCIETY BADGE.
Inset on +he Tlap of cur SJAERETACDE 1s e representation of
the Scciety’'s badge-

¢

Lapel badges may be cbiained from the Hon.lsc. Tor 5/~ each.

Cuft links may be ordered TFar 12/8 wer palir-






‘MENMBERS! ADVERTISEMENTS.

COLLECTORS vw =

When Buying or Sellimg Collectors’ Items it is
necessary t©o have absolute confidence in the knowledge
and integrity of the Dealer.

Over many years wo have built up an excellent
reputation on these principles,

Specialising for the Collector, we deal in
MILITARY RELICS,COINS AND MEDALS,OLD GUNS AND
SWORDS ,NATIVE WEAPONS AND CURIOS,RARE BOOKS,

AUSTRALIANA, and,; in fact, EVERYTHING that people
collect (except stamps).

This month we can offér our clients the following
rare items:e

R.N,Admiral®s Dress Coat (Engineering Branch
c,1870) ;heavily gold laced, complete with
bullion epaulettes in case £25.

R.N.Captain's Dress Coat (Enginesr),gold
laced with ribbons of Baliic and Abyssinia
campaigns ,no epaunlettes £5,

R.N.Captain®s cocked beaver hat in case £,
Co18%70,

-R.N,Captainl’s dress belt and sword £16.

German "pickelhaube" pre 1914 no chin
strap - &7,

Plans of Naval Ordinance,cl1800.Scals 1"/1%,
24 pounder deck gun;9 pounder deck gun;
32 pounder deck gun;32 pounder car;gnadea
gach o

A1l prices include packing amd registered post,
or freight in Australis.

Many badges and medals in stock.

"Wants" 1lists welcomed. Surplus ttems or whole
collections purchased.

LEONARD L. BARTON,
Licensed Dealer, Auctioneer and Valuer.
Showroom: 122 Jersey Rd. ,WOOLLAHRA, N,S.W.
¥B 41%8,

03”000.@000&000.000.00.DBOGOGQGQQGOVGGOOQQI’QOQDOO






IMEIBERS$ ADVERTISELNENTS,

R.A.A.F,.BADGES VANTED:

Airerew wings of Vorld War l--Pilot with letters
"AMF"  and later type “AFCY;
Metal shoulder titles "AFC" and "CFS";
Cap badge "CFS" in crowned wreath over scroll
"AUSTRALIA";

Officers cap badge of 1920's with Southern Cross;
Cap badge for officers of Air rank;
Post-Wi2 crowned half-wings for alrcrew;
Collar badges =Chaplains gilt and enamsl;

' Dental Branch gilts

Education Branchs;
Camouf'lage Branch;
Sleeve badge four-bladed propellor for NCOCis WUL
and after;

Present type officers waist-plate (similer RAF);
Beret badres for “omens Ailr Training Corps Wiie2;
Civilian 1agel badre for R.A.A.F.Reserve WIZ and before;

¥ badges for squadrons and units of R.A-A.F,y
ANY OTHER OID BADGES OF TIE R.A.A.F. AND ITS PREDECES SORS.
C AP PIELD SERVICE FOR OFMICERS OF .LIR RaNK.
PIICTOS OF R.ALA.F.PRERSQINEL FROI VWII TC PRESENT DATE
AID PARTICULARLY THQST OF CRHTRAL FLYING SCHOOL AND
CADWTS OF THE R.A.A.F.COLEGE IK ITS BARLY DAYS

B.J.Videon, ¢,/ =14 Heredith St.,
BANKSTOWN, N.S.Wales.

DB 00D PGSOV O000IBCCCLEND00WVWIQDIVQR@E00680d30080CEHBO00D0090000EOTD0OSDCC

SPECIAL FOR OVERSEAS BUYERSi!!!

Australian Light Horse Hats, complete with emu plumes,
badges; WW1I hat bands, and chinstraps.

Price £8{Aust) or 18 dollars U.S., Post Paid.

LEONARD L.BARTON,
122 Jersey Rd.,WOOLLAHRA, N.S.W.
FB 4178.

aﬂoooodoo*‘Oﬂﬂeﬂoﬂoooooonoeuooooeoooocoaoaao»oOQOOGnooonooa

AIR FORCE BADGES WANTED.

For my ccllection of badges etc of Air. Forces of the
British Commonwealth countriési,past and presentie .

SOUTH AFRICAN, Southern and Royal RHODESIAN,
and CEYLON AIR FORCES badges og 3%% diitinctiga)
s (¢ officers an s,wings, etec).
B azgﬁﬁngé ﬁﬁ gﬁi§§2360 BQJQVideon'(addréss gbove).






APOLOGY.

The leteness and small size of this edition of
SABRETACHE are deplored by the Editor,

As has been mentioned in another place hsrein,
an uwnfortunately-timed transfer to New South Vales
at one stroke removed our ususlly-available machines,

and also the time necessary to compile this edition on
schedulec o

L

Ca s oL ‘

It is hoped that the matsrial contained in this
issue will, in part, atone for this delay; =and that
the next edition will be on tims.

A
/.,:-r’l’-":'é::
A - e ':““* . g‘fﬁ"p-’ L g
.V,z/';fgj\,,z,; b ,/f"] (4‘ ; g /ﬁ( o



o
o
X
o

o




- ANNUAL COLPETTT IOKS 4D EXHIBITION 1980,

On Saturday, ?ecember 10th 1960, the Scciety held what
was probably its most effective Exhibitlion to date-

By kind permission of the Commanding Cfficer (Brigadier
SQHQMcQonaldgmac,}, this Exhibiticon was held in the Drill
Fall of the 2nd.Battalion, The Royal Victoria Regiment,
at Sandringham, Victoria., 7

Profaced by good publicity in the Press, the show attmacted

a very good crowd, particularly as the day tended te be on
the hot sids.

On show were a great many items of "militaria" belonging to
the lielbourns memberse-headdress, uaiforms,badges, models
and the like; and also a display of the development of the
British Serviee Rifle, kindly lent by lr.John Kendall; a
reproduction suit of medizeval ermour, lent by lir.Zed
1m11lett; and an impressive display of modern army equipment
demonstrated and displayed by the Army.

Newspaper and TV photographers were gladdened by the
opportunity to photograph scldiers in the uniforms of

1880 and 1860 marching togebher, and a perspiring officer

in a high-imecked scariet tunic, shako, and white belt
iooked most convincing with Hertini-Henrl rifle and tayonetb.

Groat work was done by member,Corporal Wick Youl, who was
largely in charge of preparations during the unfortunste
absence of the President (lr.B.J.Videon), who had been
tranaferred to Sydney. lileck was very ably backed by the

members cf the sub-commitiee, Ken Pryor being rmuch to the
tfore in this regard.

The Presldent was fortunste in being able tc arrange to

return %o l'elbourne for the final preparations. and for the
show itself.

The following letter was received from the C.0.,2RVR,In
appreciation of the Society's efforts in this shov:ie

" liay I offer %o you my personal thanks, and the thanks
of all members of Z2RVR, for your magnificent co-operatdcon
and display of last Saturday.
The outstanding success of the exhibition was due largely
to your (i.6.,members of the Socilety's) efforts and propsriy.
Thank you, and best wishes for the future. ®

Tt is to be hoped very sincerely that the good lmpression
which this show helped to create in the minds of the ZRVR
will be perpetuated in any future relationships of the

Al






Soncicty with the frmed Forcees.

Probably the worst part of the show, as wlll be realised
by all who have perbicipeted in such activities, was the
cleaning up after the event!?

The goodwill created, however, was felt to be well worth
the effort. :

The Socilety particularly wishes to thank llessrs Jchn
Kendall and Ted Millett for once agsin coming to its

2id in the matter of weapons. Whilst these attracted
rather more attention than wes desirable from ths youthful
elements in the crowd, they also proved to be of grasat
interest to a goodly number of servicemene.

COMPETITIONS.

It was originally hoped that thie results of the Annual
Competltions would have been svailable for some dlsapley

at the above-mentioned Exhibition. This unforitunately wsas
not able to be done, due to a hiteh in the medel scldier
competitions in connection with the details of the Scheid
Trophys The judging of these competitions had to be
oeffected, therefore, at separate times, the badges being
judged at the Tims of the December monthily meeting.

BADGE COUMPETITIONS.

lr.B.J.Videon*s entry "BADCGES OF THE AUSTRALIAN AND ROYAL
AUSTRALIAN ARITY I’EDICAL CORPS AND ITS ASSOCIATED CORPS AND
SERVICES® was adjudged the winner in this section. The
collection of badges revresented every tvpe (although not
necessarily every size of every type) of badge in this
categorys Irom the N.S.V.ledical Corps to the present davy.
Other entriss included the "ROYAL AUSTRALIAN RENGINEERS",
and the"ROYAL AUSTRALIAN ARTILLERY",

' MODEL SOLDIER COMPETITIONS.

The response from the members was rather disappointing,

as will be gathered from the following resport from the
sub=committee.

This was pernaps due to a numbher of Fachors, 1a addition
to a certain amount of wpathy.on the part of some of ths
members.

One usual entrant, Dr.Xevs,did not exhibit, due wo a
misunderstanding about ihe delivery of his flgurez Lo the
judging place. lir.B.J.Videon wes unable to submit his
proposed entrles due Lo an unsxpected transfer inberstate
at a time when he would have been preparing models.

Some of our other members, who have submiitted entries in
other years, did not exhibit for (Aoubtlesc) good perscnal
reasons.

The net result, however, was DISAPPOINTMENTS Theae
competitions can be entertaining and luformative. It is in
the interescs of the collectors and the hobby generally

to support them. Meny new ideas can be gained from them.
And, lasgt but not lesst, we may be able Lo bring new figures

to the ebtention of members if ths hobby is supported in

R T . D SR
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ANNUAL CONPETITION RESUL
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The Competiyions for 1980 were most nobable, perhaps, for

the apparent sk of interest shown by figure-collecting
wmembers of the Socle z-,,:,. .

t fo:e the fact that one member wse suffilcis:n
1".’511 hi g - mOAGLE 2398 huandyreds af »ile es, there )
been n 3 GJiT- ehitions in Yho stricy sense of th »:, *:;]{)1:(3,

pum ARTS AND CRaFY

«;1‘;{ keenr TO

TIROPHY »
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collarse were &dded after aezonl;.~;x°c -»n. putibeas ware remaved.

The Flgures locksd most lapressiTs woaped roundt a flald guo

af the period. -

o GONVEARSION TROPHYS

Ton enbries were recelved, and nobable was the auallisy of

yhe Tigures seni in by hﬂim? John Gorman. John weg beaten

for the trophy N 3 count 2f sgcend PR eierfr coi; The wimer

peing E.W.Fryor's "SED G*'f\: MAIOR, ATUSTRIAY ARTX LLERY, 18100,

aonia aniry was comverted rom Er' te ..-.:.s Egypilan Infantry at

w" 'erzﬁonwha‘&c' *::’z. th nlume;acm lep wings s‘rzfsu}ﬁ 2y STPEDS
possbhels and cartouchs DOX,.S sword .Jr:.abtm:'u and slinms wore

cj;lea from tin=foll and »lastlic wool.

ouE PAIITERS CUp:
Oope enbyy only wam 5 cal
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TTTORY. It was decidsd, hiowaver, o awerd Lhe brophy 30 ;-’..,,'i.::‘.y
ppwor Lor his u Caﬁ“buil.{..,‘,tT:O';WE‘DEE. ATE LINE 1e52 ¥ This fixare.
woll painbted, was noonted on 2 hnIs unbe'!. sebed with artificind
geass Figure by Lou wrr ,U.S, Ay
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A SHORT HISTORY
of
THE BRITISH REGINENTS
in
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
1826 to 1863,

By C.HALLS.
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Proface.

The author hopes that this short history may prove of some
interest to students of military history; also that perhaps

it may fill gaps in our knowledge of the porits of embarkation
and the final destinations of the Imperial gerrisons stationed
in Vestern Australis,

The reader interested in the histcry of the development of
Australia’s pgreat northern neighbour, India, as part of the
British Empire and Commonwealth, may gain some interest from
observing the movement of troops during the Pax Britamnica
and the links between Australia and the Indian sub-continent
ag seen through these movements of the Imperiael garrisons.
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BRITISH REGIIENTS IH UESTERN AUSTRALIA,
THE 39th.{(DORSETSHIRE) REGIIENT:

The first British troops to be stationed in Vlestern Austraelia
were those sont to establish a2 sebitlement at XKing Georsaets

Sounid on the south-wWesteirn coast of liew Hollsnd in 1326.
Governor Ralph Darling, scting on orders from London, dsspatched
s detvachment of the 3%th. (Dorssitshire) Reglment under the
command of Captain Jcseph Vekeficld from Sydney on the Sth.,
Wovember 1826. The debveachmont comprised one sergeant and

elighteen mon together with a labour force of twenty=three

convicts. lajor Lockyer of the 57th.Regiment was in charge
of the sevtlement.,

In the history of the 39th.Regiment, its sojourn in Australia

ale

lacks the glamour attendant upon its service in other pariz of

the world, notably in the Iberian Peninsula during the Napolecnic
But in Australials story this regimens

Wars and later in India. oh ok

must always hold an honoured place, for it previded officers who
carried out work of inestimable value in the explovation and
development of the combinent in those ecarly and troudleous
years.

Prior to its service in Australis the regiment served in Ir

& Lan
where, on the 1lO0th.July 18253, its commending officer wrsceived

an order inbimating that the regiment was destined for New
South Vales and ultimately India, A detvachment of the =

8 -
ient fivaet

division of the repiment embarked at Chatham aboard the "weocdnen”

convict transport on thoe 4th.November 1825 pound for Nsew South
Wales. This first detachment consisted of cne Captain, cne
Subalbern, one Sawgeant, and tweuty rank and file- In all,
gighteen detachments of the vegiment of similaw strength ot
barked at Chatham aboard ccnvict transports during 1828 and

1827,

During the long voyage from Englané to Australia all these

- Lo
detachments served as guards over convicta. in Yazw Scuth

1lales the dutles of thes troops were mainly concerned with the
supervision of conviet labour and the malantenaance of.Law grd
order. But on the 9th. Hovember 1826 Governdor Qar;xgﬁ, in
accordence with his insitruetions from Londc:n9 Despacenﬁé*g 3
Lockyer vo Hew Holland (as Uestern sustraliz wes then ¢z led)
to establish a settlement on its south-wesgern O?a%tc e
The detachment from the 39th accompanying hijﬂ% ?oggzex Eg;,

to serve as guards over ths conv;cn.lapour LU%C?,Ogaa?;ﬁ;;;Lhen
presence of a detachment of Lroops in zh§.we§b wour atrengtl
Englandis claim %0 that part of the continens.

CHR. R ] R LTyl T o
Early in 18287, Captain Henry Smyth was senv ) @Lifcg*s'igﬁrldr
purpose on the northern coash of lew lelangg Th% sethlenent
he founded was named Fori Vellington a3t Raffles bay-






The Headquavriters staff under the comand of Colonel Lindesay
arrived at Sydnmey Town on 17th.September 182%., Thus beiween

the 4th.November 1825 and the Sth.llay 1827 the wholes of The 3%9th
Reglment was serving in Auwsbtralia with the exception of one depct
company ir Bagland.

In 1828, on the lst.February, the first detachment of Hthe depob
company embarked for Hew Scubh Viales, to be Ffoliowsd on the &
ugugt 1830 by the remainder of the company.

T is inberesting to nobe that during ids servic in Australia
rhe veglmenis had Troops serving in Van Diemons King CGeorge's
Sound, and at Forbt Wellington, distant 600, 1500 and 20060 miles
reapectively from its Headguarters.

Frem the eenks of the 39th.Regiment were drawn some of the mosh
11iustriocus of Aunstraliats early plionesrs, foremost among then,
Gepbain Charies Sturt, whe was in charge of two of the mosh
important exploratory expeditlions in Augtralisn istory. Alse
from the rawks of the regiment was chossen the Iirs: chisl of
police in Australis, Ceptaein Joan D uglag Forbes, who was de-
zached from his military duties in October 1835¢ o take charge
of the lew Scuih Weles HMounied Police.

The vegiment Aistingaished itself in duelling the © nvict viohs
a% Ratheorst in 1830, while Major Donald lNePherson of the 30t

was in command.

5 nighlight of ihe reglmenb's servics in Australia was the
presentation of new celours on the 18th.liay 1831, the ceremony
seaking rleace in the Barrack Square, Sydney,.on the twentieuvl
smniversary of the Battle of Albuhera in vhs Yeninsular cempalifi
where the regimeni had distinguished iiselfl.

The regiment suffered cnly one loss while cayrying oub dutles
sonneebed with the establishment of the sehbilenmsnt at King
George's Sound. Caphain Colletbt Barker,; while reburning o
Sydney'wi%h the Rabapchment From How Holland in April 1831, wes

killed by aborigines at Encounber Bay. fe nad gong ashore
fopr acientific purposes when ho was spsaraed to death.

King CGeorge's Sound had besn ahandoned as a siie for permanenh
gettleoment when CGovernor Stivling {Capt.R.H,) had chosen %O

esteblish a town on the Swan River in 1829, So, as tane 3&th.
was under ordsrs rom Sydney, vhe dstachment nad been recalled.

Oon the 30th.May 1831 the regiment vecaived seneral orders thali
it was to phepare to emsbrk for Indis, The £irst troops
aailed from Sydney in July 1B3E, and by Fobruary 1835, the whole
regiment had: arrived ab ladrag.
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THE 83rd. (IANCHESTER) REGIIENT:

In June 1829 Captain Stiriing (R.N.) arrived as Governor
Designate at the Swan River to found a colony. There
errived with him fifty-seven officers and men of the 83rd.
(Manchestoer) Regiment, under the command of Captain ¥.C.
Trwin. '

Ve are fortunate in having quite & lot of documentary
material relating to the 63rd.‘'s tour of dubty in Vestern
Australia, FTor instance, documents atitest to the fact
that Captain Stiriing requested that asa many of the men as
possible should have some useful civilian %rade as well as
soldisering. Also that as many merried men as possible should
e selected, whose wives and families would accompany them
to the new colony. Stirling had requested that the detaecn~-
ment of troopd should be at least sixbty strong, thus orders
wore given t0 limit the detachment of the 63rd. to 2 hundred
men at the most,; and on paper the detachment consisted ofw-

One Capitain,

one Lieutenant,

two Ensigns,

one Assistent Surgeon,

three Serppants (one of whom was a Colour-Sgt.).

three Corporals,

one Bugler,

and fifty~six Privates.

This detachment, which numbered 68 men, was reduced to 61
‘men by the date of departure. The following list gives the
rank and civilian occupations of the men who formed the
detachment that arrived at the Swan River in June 1828«
O fzrpeants desipnated as labourers,
3 corporals " n A ’
1 drumner " ' weaver
33 privates : ﬁ labolirers
1 i ” we %VG?S
, ) o bubcper.
" o " blacksmiths
o . ; carpenter
" " Q cordwainer
" . " shoemaker )
" o . tellow chandler
, . o sgnvant
bookbinder
# @ " hozier
Tt " Hi t ail or
? u " gtaymaker
" " " baker
] ] " cooper
# n " watchmaker »

bt e ) e et e e ol o et (0 e DO B OO
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5U
secompanying the troops were grenty-one women and twelve
children.

The officers of the regiment wio arrived with the detachment
were Captain F.C.Irwin {Commandant), Tt..Peddler, and
Ensimms D.H.Macleod and R.Dale.

Svwpeiies for two years wers 1anded for the detachment; these
inclnded medicines, stores, laboraiory eqguipment, Lifty
entrenching tools and sixteen tente.

Responsibility for maintaining 1aw and order as well as for
the defence of the colony in the event of an attack by 2
foreign power or by hostile natives resited on Captaln Irwin,
who was himself directiy responaible to Governor Stirling on
motters arising from the administration of the colony and the
deployment of the troops undsr his command, But on all
matters of a specificelly military nature, Captain Irwin was
divectly answerable to Tthe ilome Government, who were kKepi
informed of the military situvuation in New ilolland througn the
monthly returns of the detachment and supplementery reports.

The military had also ©to vnderiake constructional work, waich
ineluded the building of their own barracks, and they were

aiso charged with the drawing up of piang for the future dev-
olopment of the sebtlement, which included charits of the hardour,
1isting sites for fubture harbour ingtallations.

During the firat twe years of their duby at the Swan River
settlement, the men of the detachment receoived weekly rations
which emounted to seven pcunds of soft bread, biscuits of
flour, and five-and-a-guarter pounds of salt beef {(when avail-
eble this was to includs two pounds of fresh veef), pease {or

flour), and rum wevre issuved at +he rate of ons-snd-threg—guarita
pints per week.

Miltitary actions ( which may wmore corroctly be term

wd police
actions) invelving men of uhe 83rd. Regimend cecurred in 1830
when, in liay ¢f that year, some pheoriginegs zttacked end killed
a man &t the embrance to the urray River. Also, in the same
month, 8 group of aborizines ceuveed & dlzturbance on the oub-
alrirts of the sobtitlement alb VUsst Farin. A% thne time,Capiain
{pwin was abaent from hiile head 3

g
; e
- ER - Y Ny
headguorters, ang Insifm Dels .,
e
H 1

acting on hiz own responsivilivy, and Wit endfal of wmen,
In the meantime,

- a
marched to the scens of the trouble.
Captain Irwin, having received word of these movements,
hurried Lo help Ensign Dale with rsinforcements.
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Captain Irwin immedlastely Took chearges of the situation,

and seeing the aborigines in Liight, he orderead some of

hig men to pursus them, snd, if pessible, to take prisoners.
Thsse orders were adhered to, and the result of the
skirmish was three men wounded,incliunding Insige Dale,and
it is probable that the aberigines logd 2 faw wmen kills
thwough there is ne evidence on this poind. Abecut Loriy
prisoners were btaken, snd immediately released after
guestioning.

-t

=

- o3

<]

There was another disturbance s few deys later, bub in Tthe
face of a show of arms by a company of troopa, the abozriginal
skirmishers withdwew. :

Men of the 83xrd. were actively engaged in geoegravhical explor-
ations during *he years 1829 to 1831, Ensign Dale being fore-
most in this field of enterprilse, In all ha underitook four
expeditions, either alons or in company with brother officers
and prominent c¢itizens, Lisubenaui Ersking, Adjutant of the

reogiment, alzo carried oudt waluoble survey work in iB30.

Many of both the military and the civilian exploring partlss
snelinded members of the rank and Tile, who acted as escoris
0 the explorars.

Thus, by the yesr 1831, a gread desl of wvery useful information
had been obkained, corcerning the nabure of soils, poesible
sives for fubture towne, and the btype of counbyry over which
roads would have to be conmsitructed te link the fubture ocut-
1ying digtricts with Parib. The k¥nowledgs that was galined
within the first fow years of ssittliement was primerily of
military inporitance, though it was, 27 coursse, sxbtromsly
gignificant to the eivilian ecloniats as well.

Ta 1833 the detactment of the 83rd. statlioned in Vestern
pustralia offlciaslly ended ibs service, and alter the

aprivel of its relief, which consisted of twe corepanica of the
2iat. Regiment, it departed Trom ?ramant@s on thq 28th,

April 1834 for India, zboard the Milepope ", to rejoin the
Regiment, which had Deen ordeved 4o India from New Scuth
Wales.

T






s

The 21st., (ROYAL NORTH BRITISH FUSILIERS) REGINLNTS:

The regiment smbarked at Chathem during the years 1832-33

Wy detachments in charge of convicts bound for the penal
gettlements of Australia and Van Diements Land, These

dstachmants were to0 be stetioned in Australias until 18470,
when they wers tomoceed to india.

In 1834 two companies of the regiment arrived at the Swan
River Sobtlement to relieve tho dstachment of the 63xd.
Regimen®. From the viewpeint of local military history,
the ear 1834 was destined toc be imporitant, for, towards

the end of 1%, actlive aboriginal resistance had beer piti-
lesaly crushed.

The first attempt at a conceried offensive against the
aottiers was an atiack om the only mill in the districte.
This stood isolated from the main settlement at South Perth
on the far side of the Swan River. llaving failed to surprige
the mill workers, tha aborlgines attacked, but wers bLealten
of  hy the defenders of the mill, who were armed with sWot
Zuns, The sound of the sheooting alarmed the settlement,

and within 2 short time the “redcoats" arrived on the scene,
and pul the attackers to fiisht. One of the natives was
ceptured, and after beling taken Lo the barracks, was flogged.
Later, ¥vhile attempting %o oscaps, he was shot. | The aoldier
who killod him wes some time lsier speered to death in
TOVENGD »

Iater in the same year, two nen were speared by natives in
the Pinjarra areaj both these men were ex-soldisrs, and one
was killed by the spears of the aborigines. The other, )
altheush wounded, raised ths alerm. Though the reason for the
¥11ling is unknowm, 1t resulted in Captain Ellls of the
14th.Dragoons, who was Supsrintendent of Polics, forming &
posse to apprehend the murderers. The members of this
punitive expedition, numbering about £ifty men, were 2ll

wolt armed, and had a small number of soldiers tc act as
escoric At 84X o'clock on the morning of October ith
1834, they surprised a native camp of about seventy persons.
At first the natives showed some fight, but in the face of

a charge by the mounted.settlers, they retreated. The
soldiers were called into action and effectively cut off
their way of escaps, and the retreat became a rout.

of the settlers, only one man wes xilled--Captain Ellis,

who weas struck by a spear and fell from his torse suffering

a concussion. He died bafore the party returned to

Parth.
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The natives lout between

including women and children.
Battle of Pinjarra was won. and the natives never
any concerted action against the white men.

. L oo d

twentyiive and thirty peopl
In this way the so-o

€y
ailed
amain made
During the yvears

i34 and 1837 there was rapid sxpansion of sebttlement,; snd

this ., of course, increased the area of militsry responsibility

D
LA

In 1837 it was proposed to establish military stations in the

ey w0

outlying areas, with reference tc the best lines of comunicat-
tonfor mutual support, and aliso with reference to the several
districts in which lands had been given to settliers and locatioms

made .

This dispersal of the troops {(amounting to 123 men)

meant that expenditure was increased, and also that it beceme
necessary to recommend to the Home Covernment taht more troops
were necessary for the Colony's defence,
numbey of troops available, Governcr Stirlingis Government
decided that the only practicable course open was to 1imit the
area of settlement to that territory included between 31 deg.
latitude and the south coast, and from the west coest to the
Meridian of Doubtful Island Bay, and within that area, the
proposed military stations were established for the protection

of the settlers.

Tith the limited

The proposed amount and distribution of

the 21st Regiment then stationed in Western Australia was as

followss=
STATION
Pertn H.Q»

Pinjarra
{(heoad of
navigation
onr the

SUBSTATION

The head of
navigation on
the Swan and

Canning Rivers.

Peelias Inles

lurray River!).

Wellington Collie and
or Preston
Leaschsnault.

Vonnerup and Summer Bay

the Vasgae

Augusta

OFFICERS AT
PERTH H.Q.
31 Commandant

i Captain
£ Subalterns

Officers at

Pinjarre

3 Officer

1 Subaltern

Officers at

Peaglls Iniet
ditvo,

Officers at
Vellington or
Leachena®lt

1 Captain

Officors s
either
V'onnerup ov
the Vasse

i Subaslbesra

N.C.0.%'s AND
PRIVATES.

B0 at Perth 11.Q.
and 10 at both the
sub-stations.

N.Co0n's and Privates
10 at Pinjarra and
1.0 at Peelie Inliet

30 men stationed
in the area, with
theoretically 20
gt Collie and 10
at Preston.

30 wmsn stationed
in *he arss. 10
at each gtation
and gubztation.
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‘the Swen River until the following yoar.

10. °

Some idea of the problem of interasl security and administration
faced by the military authorities in the 1840%'s may e gained
from %the following list of sbavtions which were 8““?130“96 by

men of the Blst.: Xing CGeorzge's Sound, Pezuhm SUNCeTHON .
1eﬂbeTVy Aveca, Cempbell Tows:, Gskland59 Gres Tonds, Laleolim's
Hute, Wabterloo River, Port Avihus, Hegle Eawk Yeor and "ridbew
wateor., Thls iist acws not include thoze places held by the
smaller debachments.

The strength of the regiment i Augtrallia in jcid was:
52 ServeanL@9
19 Corporels,
97.}8 PX* 3.1;333
In the aame year {1844}, b was under oxaers Lo
embark fov Lnd'a? bub chws it 5 postponed due to the

disturbances in "Macriland” {¥ew Zaaland). In Auguet 1848
“hoe neadqvarmews uompawy and five bhundred men ¢rmarked aboard
the "Agincouwri', bound for Indis.

Another perty sailed the seme dayv aboard the “Shina“, wWhil
rest of the regiment remelinsd oM garrison dub

The third division of the veglmens salled frou Hobers
troopshiv “Java’ on the 2W“n Jammary 1847,

Swar: Qlwcy e the 2nd. H eh, e take aooa
gtationgd therc. The “favre” zailed on uﬂ@
For Caln tta and ladyas

U

The 99th.{VITTSHIREY REGIMRNT,
Men of vhwe COth., Regimen'n served Ln Australis oo ARLD
until 1856,

Une campawny from the Lanariighire
provided sscovts Tor the many pelva
pi@:coyanﬁ The unkaown prris of
mineral wealith of the BQVWunc ; it
Geraldiuve liining T moany antamps Lo eababll
Champien Bay, from whence All‘v ad ore wou
o Perbin, Tn 18498 the Tovarnm

}
.‘\

Y c:“m, s 'm“‘f' S¥
‘v

FICh RS 8 whe
UoBenuliomeny
iy wT“&W“G‘

mpplon’ conveyea
v o] e - % o o 20 -
a working party wiith SYTLTITIE , guard o seven

uo¢ﬂ¢yrms To ¥his ew sebLilewnsnt

o e
Ve NG
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The year 1850 saw the beginning of a new era in Western
Australian history with the introduction of convici labour.
This increase in the labour force was o prove most bene-
ficial to the young colony, but it raised serious problems
in the military administration, for, with the departure of

the two companies of the 51lst. Regiment, the garrison had
besn reduced by half.

However, the Home Government, awsre of the problems of the
colony, recruited in England from the ranks of the military
ponsioners a force perhaps unigque in Australian history.
Pensioners who wished to migrate to Australia were given a
passage out with their wives and families in return for their
services as convict guards on the transports. Upon arrival
in the colony of Vestern Australia, they were to enbter

civilian employmeit. The force thus recruited was known as
"The Enrolled Pensioner Force',

But the Colonial military situation was so precarious in

1850 that, upon arrival in Fremantle, this force was retained
as a military body to fulfil the duties appertaining to the
supervision and econtrol of the convict labour force.

By this expedient, the company of the 99th. was released
for service at the various military stations throughout the
State, and they served at Perth, Fremantle, King George

Sound snd Chempion Bay, as well as at other stations and
sub-stations, ~

The company from the 99th.Regiment remained in Westeran
Australia until February 1886,

THE ROYAL SAPPERS AND MINERS.

In 1851 the military situation in Western Australia underwent
a further improvement, with the arrival of sixtyfive men of
the Royal Sappers and Hiners. The unit was reinforced in
the following year when Lieutenant Crossman arrived aboard
the ship "Marion" with a second detachment of thirty sappers.
Their Commanding Officer was Captain Ilenderson, who was also
Comptroller Ceneral of Convicts for Westerm Australis.
Vithin a month of their arrival, mem of this unit were
serving at variocus convict depots throughout the Stﬁte.
In 1853 the establishment of the Royal Sappers and liiners
was as follows:-
C,.0. Capt.E.Y.VV.Henderson
lst.Lte H oWPay
2nd.Lts. E.F.Du (zne and W.Crossman
29 Coy.Royal Seppers and liners, consisting
of 1 Colour Sergeant, 4 Sergeants, 5 Corporals
and 85 Privates.
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In 1854 Captain Vray {promoted in this yvear. and commenced

dutiecs as commander of the detachment) carried out experiments

dealing with the production of gas iight from a iccal plant

which was { end still is ) known colloguially ss the "Blackboy

Bush®"., His intention was to use the gas light produced from

this "bush" to replace the oil lamps in use in Fremantle Gaol. -

Captain Henderson submitted a veport to the local authorities )
in 1856 on the defences of Fremantle. He propogsed the building o
of a lartello Tower on Point Angleses, which would be armed

with three 8-inch guns, and two batteries each to consist of

two S«=pounder guns. The colony at this time had only four

piaces of oprdnance---two S-pounders and two 9-pounder gunse

Although, as Captian Henderson stressed in his peport, the

defences were hopelessly inadequate, the authorities showed
little interest in his recommendations,

During their first five years of service in Wespern Ausiraliia
Captain Hemderson and his men supervised road-building and the
construction of bridges; they took soundings of the Swan .
River, and aided salvage operations on the wrack ¢f the ship
"mglinton". The convicts were orgenised into labour gangs, P
an@ vhey Grained marshes and lekes in the viciniby of the towns .
they also bullt houses, mede bricks, split shingles, end carried
out maintenance work on various Covernment buildings and sitves.

The 12th.{SUFFOLK) REGIMENT.

Tn 1854 the Suffolks received orders to embark in the transporis
"Camperdown” and "Empress Eugenie! for service in Australis.

On the 1st.Jduly, the Headonarters and three companles under the
command of Najor Kempt embarked abosrd "Cemperdown', followed

on the 18th.October of the same year by the second Qivision,
under Captain Atkinson, which boarded the "Empress Eugenio au
Cork. lajor Kompt's commend disemberked at Melbourne on Gne

1Bth. October, and the second division ianded there on the 6th. .
November,

Four companies, together with leadquartors. remeined inﬁgelbcggée
until the 20th.Deceomber 1855, when they salled;for llobart ogh Ic)
transport "indser', arriving there oa the 29th. of the momvie
A1 the troops disembarked with the exception of ome COMBERY.
which proceeded in the transport to the Swan River toiri ;§g6

the company of the 99th. the Suffolks btook over duties from

its predecessor in February 1856.

The Royal Sappers and Kiners were still stabtioned in tge gzgza
and Temalned et their original strength for & mumber O FOCFS.
Tn 1861, however, the dstachment was reduced by ffmosz PP Sers
and in the followilng year twentyseven pon-gommissionet ObLivoL
P SRR Slmne madnnins the foree oo Lh"jtyalfe

P IR PP, PR |
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mMeTt. The discharged men were entitled to & free grant of

twenty acres of land per man on the expiration of their
Ferviceo ?his grant, and the fact that all the married nen
nad their wives and families. with them, seems to show that
the whole detachment hed been sent to Wespern Australias as
potential seitlers, But, in the absence of documentary
ovidence, this must remain as pure conjecture, that is “until
such time as it can be substantiated. o ‘

The sltustion in the colony militarily left much to bs desired,

for the acktual defence of the west would devolve upon the one
company of regulars, and the much depleted detacment of the
ZJappers. In the event of hostilities, the "Enrclled Pensioner
woree " would be fully occupisd in guarding the convicts.

Owing. however, to politlcal and military commitments = home;
and in Europe, the British Government was unavle to increass
tme establishments in the Avatralien colonies- Thus . it becere
obvious to the settlers that some voluntary military units would
heve to be raiged, in order. firstly, to support the regniers
and secondly to f£ill the vacunm that would regsult 1 s
the Imperial troops were rocallad to England or sent

o | - e
T oand vnaelt

Lo inGin
1850 saw the beginninpgs of the voluntary defence movemeni in
“estern sustralia, but 1t was not until 1861 that local
ordinance granted power to raise and disband local voluntary
pstatlishments.

Originally the movement in Australis followed closcly the
Fnglish pattern, whereby the men were allowed Lo elect their
ovn officers, who often clothed and armed them. This aystoen,
however ., waes replaced in 1863 by the introduction of axamin:-
ations for officer candidates.

By the year 1863, there were three volunteer units in Yestern
Sustralin. They wWere:
The Enrolled Pensioner Torce~-ralsed 1850;
m™e letropolitan Rifle vVolunteers-—raised 1861;
and The Pinjarra lounted Volunieersw-raised 1862.

The withdrawal of the regular garrison ushered in a perigd
of military centralisation. The Enrolled Pensiocners, wno
hed been quartered previously in Fremantie, moved to Perth

to occoupy the barracks .mecated by the men of the 12th.
Regiment.

Tn Mareh 1863 the company of "nedcoats © embarked at Fremantle

to re join the Regiment in Ilcbart, Tasmania. )

Ths Suffolk Regiment was the last regiment of the British Army to
serve in Ueatern Australia,and its deparbure marked the end of

an interesting chapter in Australian military history.
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BRITISH HILITARY BADGES AND HEADDRESS 1826-1863.

Regimental badges came intoc prominence with the introduction
cf the 19th.Century SIAKO, Thus, the 1828 offilcert's shako
carrisd in front a large gilt badge of a star surmounted by
a crown, the centre of the star vearing the badge :of the
regimcnt. The men's sheko carried a badge made up of the
star surmounted by a crown, and the number of the regiment.
Light Infantry Regiments and companies of Grenadiers were o
exceptions, for they bore the devices of a bugle or a grenade
respectively.

During the period 1828 vo 1863, various changes occurred in
the patterns of ths shako, and the badge alternated between

the star, a wreath and the garter within a large laurel
wreath,.

The detachments statloned in Vestern Ausiralia during the
first half of the 19th. Century wore the tall "Albert Shako”,
which was replaced in 1861 by a shorter one modelled on the
contemporary French pattern., Being shorter, the star badge
had to be reduced in size also, and it was this smaller star
badpe that became the model for the helmet plate stars of
the late 19%h. and early 20th.len turies.

Thus, to quote Edwards(ZE), the historical importance of the
shako rests in the Tact that "during its seventy-eight years
of existence, the shako hed established ths method of weasring

badgea, devices, etc.,on headdress, which was carried over to
the helmst.

(#) "Regimental Badges® p.29, lMajor T.J.Edwards,Aldershot e
1953,
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LUSKETS AND RIFLES WSED BY THE BRITISH II'PERIAL TROOPS. IN
WVESTERN AUSTRALIA 1826-1860.

The first military long-arm that was used in Western Austrealis
was the "Brown Bess" musket. 4s a military weapon, this
musket probably saw the longest continmous service of any
military firearm in the world; 1t was first issued circe

1727, end remained virtually unchanged until 1836.

A flintlock musket, the "Brown Bess" hsd a number of distinct-
ive features; for instance, the word "Tower" appears on the
lock plate together with the royal monogram surmounted by a
CroOvRe Also, some of these muskets had a regimental number
in Arablic numerals stamped on the barrel, and a company number
on the escutcheon plate in Roman figures,

Two lasues probably were used in Vestern Australis in the 18293%s.
The detschment of the 39th (Dorsetshire) Regiment stationsd at
King George Sound from 2826 to 1834 would have been armed with
the "iaterloo Pattern"” musket. This musket was Tirst issued

in 18C0, and had a flat stock and butt. 1In 1825, a "new"”
pattern musket was issued tvo the line regimen’cs; the distinctive
feature of this weapon was the "handrail® butt, and it was with
this musket that the 63rd (lManchester) Regiment was armed when
they arrived in 1829 to garriscn the colony on the Swan River.

In 1834 the detachment of the 63rd.Regiment was relieved Ry
men of the Royal North Britlsh Fusiliers, who were armed with
the Balker Rifle. This rifle, though still a flintlock,
differed from the ™Brown Bess” in that it had a rifled barrel.
It fired a spherical bullet which was wrapped in a greased
patch, This helped to seal the grooves, but was also found
to foul the rifle. In fact, so bad was the fouling., that
bullets often could only be roammed home with the aid of a
wooden mallet, which became standard issue for this purposs.

The next important change in military firearms was the adoption
of the percussion system of ignition, and during the yesars

1836 to 1840 many hundreds of obsolete military muskets were
converted from the flintlock system to the percussion cap
mechanisri. Coversion was fairly simple, The pan was reé=
placed by & nipple with a hole through the centre which led
down to the vent or touch-hols, and the cock holding the

fiint was replaced by a smaller hammer heving a hollow which
fitted over the nipple wheun it fell forward upon the trigger

being pulled. In firing. a detonating or percussion cap
was placed on the nipples

The only adjustment necessary to the interior mechanism of
the lock when undergoing conversion was that the mainspring
had to be re«=tempered or 2 new ons fitted, because & harder
blow was necessary to fire the piece with the percussion
gystem than with the old flintloeck,
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These converted muskets were carried by the Kingls Own Yori-
shire Light Infantry during their tour of duby in Ves tern
hustralia.

Turing the years 1856 to 1863, the liinle rifle wsas
10!1{/,":21.'1‘1 used by the B""!'L'lub troope stationed in

s
"’estern
This viflec wes & muz Z"e«loaa“ng pereussion ¢an type,
en expanding bullet,. the invention of Ixr.Greener, a L
London gunsmith. BuL_ vhough : x'ivented_ by zn Engliishman
bu 3eu was further devslopeo. by H.linie, & ““"*nchmazw.,

was in honour of im that the rifle was named.

the

Pnfield rifles wlsc were used in the pericd 1856 ;o 1668, .
Thev were very similar to the eariier "Brown Bess" except Uhat

they worked on the percussion ca2p svstem. Thav wers muzzid -
loeding.

2171 the muskets and rifles used in colonial days in Wesstern
Lustiralia were eq'ai'phed with the’ lopg tz»:.angu.%.ar bayonet, witn
the omeeption of the Baker rifle. which carried a svzc.x.'i

bayonet. '

THE REGULARS ARD THE Y ULUNTURRS.

TR,

X5 i3 heyond doubt that e voluntser movamms would not kave

received the c*zuhus,xus'-_"ic aupport that it did in the w\?a..-ﬂ

18681 4o 1865 had the of Tl 'arc‘ of the regular bLroops suoewn nd
interest in it. But frowm Lhe beginning, when an owpdins

viag pagged in 1851 n;u"*:z.g; 'p cwer for the raising i.“-'f velunbaay
fﬁrce—:‘,, the officers cof ithe 14i,_3..g’;~’ts3gi.menc soolk an active
interest in Tho novenr mod. in fect, the first volunitsor

'1,:13:1;&;;3 -,“(—‘,a*ﬂe organised by officerg of “the regiment. Tris

;051 Paoween the vegulare snd the \rol@'“:;css-?a TR
2% in Yhe uvniform worn v be"‘ }.’iatrapcl gy Rifle e

unit), which clioseliy followed thebt worm o

The S9vh. ('*f!;f."'x‘\“"s"“ REYERCINE W

Thougr. 4l hag wantioned ou page 1i thrs tue det fdvrvd
of ithe OO 1 Wt ©oasrved in Vestevyn Au:r'ra.i.:s‘_a in
Tears from 184% bo 185LE ran fram fhe lanariishive Reogin

it hag saemad ~<uff"m}f o foilaow whe accraose:‘ practica, and
givea Lhiz ©0th 1tz wosbL-il81l terrilorial desisnation of he

";(,j: D eyim 2 e 1 G}E Q‘Jh on L.,,. ‘G' SO ,“(’.‘ o o=
1oy

2o the large -38o00s

N
e
.

L 3
-
W -
t' [ 8
<
3]
« I
("',
1
tA
<
!
Q\






17.

reorganisation of the Bfitish Army, the 62nd. and the 99%h.

were amalgamated to form_respectively the lst and 2nd Batt-
alions of the Wiltshire Regiment.

a
’ MILITARY COMIANDANTS 1829~1870,
, a
SR 1/1/1829--14/9/1833 Capt.F.C.Irwin 63rd.Regt.
_ 14/9/1833-11/5/1834 Capt.R.Daniell 21lst.Regt,
> 11/5/1834-25/5/1834 Capt.P.Beets 21st.Regt.
25/5/1834-7/8/1835 Capt.R.Daniell 2lst.Regt.
7/8/1835+=21/9/1835 Capt.P.Beete 2lst.Regt,
21/9/1835-25/8/1837 Capt.W.H.Armstrong 2lst.Regt.
25/8/1837-15/3/1854 Lt.Col,F.C. Irwin 63rd.Regt.
15/3/1854-11/11/1854 It.C0l.G.M.Reeves 99th.Regt.
11/11/1854-5/11/1870 Lt.Col.J.Bruce 16th.Regt.
NOTE: Captain Beete acted as Commandant on several occasions
when Captain Daniell was incapacitated through ill<health.
Captain Danieel died in office 7th August 1835.
¢ IMPORTANCE OF THE OFFICE OF COMMANDANT,
o Throughout the period under review (1829-1863) the

Commandant of %he military forces in Vesyern Australia was
- listed ameng the members of the Executive Council as
"Senior Officer Commanding the Land Forces'.

SERVICE OF BRITISH OFFICERS IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 1863-1890.

i871 Major R.H.Crampton served as lMilitary Commendant
end was succeeded in the same year by Captain C.Finnerty
of the 47th Regiment, who served until August 1872,
X Lt.Col.E.D.Harvest of the Royal Artillery held the post
~* from 1872 until his departure for Britain in Novewber
‘ 1880, He was the last Military Commandant to hawe
r a seat on the Executive Council,

1877-1880 Major-Ceneral Sir Harry St.George Ord, Royal
Engineers ,K.C.M.G.,C.B. ;was Governor of Vestern

. Australia,
i 1880 The Enrolled Pensioner Force was abolished, and 2 new
v " unit known as the Enrolled Cuard was formed. This

unit was placed under the command of the Superintendent
of Police, and thus ceased to function as & purely
military force.

| , , 1884-1890 During this period a number of British Army officers
T served in Vestern Australia as military instructors.
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They were dstached from their regiments for pericds
of up to three years.

1887 The last parade of the Enrolled Guard took place on
the 1lst of Mapch.
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